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Editorial 


A Break In Mapam 


5 iene LONG PREDICTED breakup of Mapam, Is- 

rael’s left wing labor party, has begun. David 
Lifshitz and Hannah Lamdan, two of Mapam’s 
fifteen representatives in Knesset, have bolted 
the party and announced that they were taking 
steps to organize their followers into a new poli- 
tical unit. 

The tensions within Mapam, which arose as 
an amalgam of three separate political organ- 
izations, have been approaching the breaking 
point for some time. Hashomer Hatzair, the 
biggest of the three components and the nearest 
ideologically to the Cominform, has given little 
respite to its partners and has been driving them 
hard in the direction of total subservience to 
Moscow. These tensions gained in acuteness in 
recent days when Hashomer Hatzair utilized its 
position as the majority group within Mapam 
to force the organization to send a delegation 
to the meeting of the Communist controlled 
World Federation of Trade Unions which was 
held in Berlin, and to support the Egyptian 
efforts to annex the Sudan and to expel the 
British garrisons from the Suez Canal. Both 
moves were highly unpopular among the adher- 
ents of the two smaller components of Mapam. 
At a time when Israelis engaged in bitter de- 
bate whether it was permissible to enter into 
direct negotiations with Germans for the pur- 
pose of collecting reparations, Mapam’s action 
in sending two of its members to Berlin aroused 
much bitterness. This move was also a direct 
challenge to the government of Israel since all 
Israeli passports issued for travel abroad are 
stamped “not valid for travel in Germany.” 

Mapam’s stand in support of the communist 
line on the British-Egyptian conflict was simi- 
larly resented by many of its members. Egypt 
is the leading member of the Arab League which 
is committed to the destruction of Israel. The 
Egyptian forces inflicted the most harm during 
Israel’s war of independence and the govern- 
ment of Egypt still tries to blockade Israel by 
refusing passage through the Suez Canal to 
vessels carrying cargo to the Jewish State and 
blacklisting other vessels thus engaged which 
do not have to pass through the Canal. In the 
light of this uncompromising hostility of the 
Egyptian authorities and the semi-feudal nature 
of the Egyptian government, even members of 
Mapam felt that their party was bending too 
far backward in an attempt to curry favor with 
the Cominform. 


Comment 


It is too soon to appraise correctly all the 
implications of the defection of the two Mapam 
members of Knesset. Both are known to have 
considerable personal followings in the cities. 
The coming weeks will show whether other 
Mapam leaders will follow the example of their 
two colleagues. At this writing we can only 
greet this first serious break in Mapam as a 
step in the direction of political clarity in Is- 
rael’s left-wing camp. 


What Happened To 
Mordecai Oren? 


MMorvecal oreN, our readers will recall, was 

one of a delegation of two.sent by Mapam 
to-represent it at the Communist controlled 
World Federation of Trade Unions in East Ber- 
lin. Mr. Oren came to Berlin, delivered his 
speech in praise of East Germany, the U. S. S. R. 
and Stalin, and then departed. His colleague, 
Hans Rubin, safely returned to Israel. Mordecai 
Oren went to visit the Czechoslovak People’s 
Democracy. The Iron Curtain closed behind 
him and for the past two months he has been 
lost without trace. All inquiries about his where- 
abouts have remained unanswered by the Czech 
government. 

It is quite obvious that Mordecai Oren did 
not meet with any accidental injury in the streets 
of Prague. Had that happened there would 
have been no reason to keep the matter secret. 
The only other conclusion—and rumors to that 
effect are current in Israel—is that he has been 
arrested. Should this surmise prove correct, we 
may as well prepare ourselves for some head- 
lines in the not too distant future to the effect 
that Mr. Oren has “confessed” to—spying, no 
doubt. What else does one “confess” to be- 
hind the Iron Curtain? 

Were Mr. Oren a citizen of the Soviet Union 
instead of Israel, we would be justified in con- 
cluding that he will never be heard of again. 
Why should his fate differ from that of Feffer, 
and Bergelson and the other Jewish authors who 
have simply disappeared? They too had been 
loyal admirers of the Soviet regime. 

But Mordecai Oren is a citizen of Israel. 
Czechoslovakia is at present experiencing a 
severe purge of its communist party that has 
not been devoid of anti-Semitic references to 
“Jewish Capitalism,” Zionism and similar mor- 
tal sins. The Czech consul in Jerusalem, who 
until recently had been the contact man be- 
tween the Cominform and communist sympa- 








4 


thizers in Israel, decided not to return to his 
native land and to seek asylum in Israel. Under 
these circumstances it is logical to assume that 
Prague is reserving Mr. Oren for something 
more dramatic than simple oblivion. 


The Army and Discrimination 


THOSE OF OUR READERS who have served in 

the army will recall the famous martial dic- 
tum that “Everything you do is all right, as long 
as you don’t get caught doing it.” This bit of 
wisdom was recalled to our attention by the 
recent statement of General G. J. Nold, deputy 
chief of army engineers, that contractors work- 
ing on army projects in Arab countries were 
avoiding New York as a source of labor power 
because the Arabs might resent the presence 
of Jewish workers in their midst. Following 
Greeley’s advice, the contractors went west, to 
Minnesota, to hire their labor. 

Technically, no one “got caught.” The army, 
following another company area tradition, can 
pass the buck and maintain that it is not re- 
sponsible for what its civilian contractors do. 
The contractors, on their part, can and do 
claim that they never rejected a Jewish appli- 
cant for a job. If they chose the more rustic 
territory of Minnesota as the locale of their hir- 
ing, instead of New York, that is their constitu- 
tional privilege. 

On the face of it, everyone is innocent—in- 
nocent as the soldier who went AWOL and did 
not get caught, while his buddy who committed 
the same offense had the bad luck of bumping 
into an MP and got six months in the guard- 
heuse. 

But whatever extenuating circumstances one 
might find for the ethics of the orderly room, 
the same morality cannot be applied to civilian 
life. General Nold and the army must under- 
stand that they were practicing a particularly 
harmful form of discrimination, illegal within 
the country and detrimental to its influence in 
the very areas where the army bases are be- 
ing constructed. It is hardly necessary to point 
out once again that the prestige and influence 
of the United States will not be enhanced by 
bowing to the racial and religious prejudices 
of the Arabs. There was a time when the U. S. 
Congress abrogated a commercial treaty with 
Czarist Russia because the latter dared to im- 
pose its own religious restrictions on an Ameri- 
can Jewish citizen travelling in that country. 
We have gone a long way to this day when the 
army, a Federal service, resorts to subterfuge in 
order to countenance the imposition of similar 
discrimination on American citizens. 
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Nationalism And diesasitteinelien 


In The Middle East 


by Abba S. Eban 


¢ 


T= HISTORIC CONTROVERSY which has por- 
trayed Nationalism and Internationalism as 
opposite and incompatible concepts is perhaps 
one of the most sterile and fruitless controversies 
of all ages. The discussion has been fruitless be- 
cause it has been rooted in a basic fallacy. The 
two terms have been quite wrongly conceived 
in conflict and antithesis. Yet by the very mean- 
ing of language we are reminded that Interna- 
tionalism by definition is nothing but a relation- 
ship between nations. Just as the rights and the 
duties of individual citizenship befit a man for 
service to the wider national community so the 
rights and duties of nationhood are indispensable 
for any people which desires to serve the wider 
universal cause. This is particularly true of our 
generation in which the sovereign nation-state 
is the only recognized unit of international life 
and therefore the only instrument expressing 
universal ideals in the practical sphere of human 
relations. The United Nations is based upon the 
concept of synthesis between these two doctrines 
and it, therefore, comes into clash with the con- 
cept of world federalism or world government 
which denies the validity of separate sovereignty 
and which argues that an abandonment of the 
national framework is an essential prelude to 
the creation of any sense of universal solidarity. 


The founders of the charter in San Francisco 
took the contrary view. The universal society 
must and should arise but it should arise as the 
aggregate of sovereign and independent national 
units. It was to be neither a parliament of men 
nor a federation of the world, but a parliament 
of states and a federation of separate peoples 
representing individual facets of national and 
cultural experience. The defects and imperfec- 
tions of international life do not arise from the 
existence of sovereignty, but rather from im- 
perfections and defects which have infected 
the exercise of sovereignty in the sphere of in- 
ternational relations. The concept of a universal 
society based not on uniformity but on diversity, 





The Ambassador of Israel, Abba S, Eban, delivered the 
main address at the inaugural ceremony of the Seminary 
Israel Institute organized by the Jewish Theological Semin- 
ary in cooperation with the Jewish Agency on February 
: I 1952. Major excerpts from M. Eban’s speech are given 

elow. 


the concept of a United Nations uniting all the 
civilizations, traditions and faiths, is both in the 
spiritual and in the political sense, a more fruit- 
ful concept than that of a vast global society in 
which the national differences are obscured. 


Insufficient attention has been focused upon 
the possibilities of international organization as 
an element in the cultural enrichment of our 
age. The United- Nations, apart from its politi- 
cal and economic functions, provides a unique 
and challenging opportunity for the clash and 
contact of all civilizations, traditions and faiths. 
Individual political units representing Christian- 
ity. and Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and even the 
aberrations of materialism, all confront each 
other in that single organization with infinite 
possibilities of creative inter-action. It is inter- 
esting to reflect that this international society 
became complete only three years ago through 
the entry into its midst of mankind’s oldest civ- 
ilization. It is significant also that problems of 
nationalism concern the international mind with 
special and unique reference to what is called 
the Middle East. It is a fact, and a fact which 
a representative of Israel can proclaim with dif- 
fidence to an American audience, that all the 
great original revelations of human culture have 
come not out of vast continental empires, but 
out of small, coherent and well-articulated 
states. Some of these considerations will assist 
us to understand with a sympathetic and trust- 
ing spirit the recent phenomenon of national 
liberation throughout the Middle East. 


The State of Israel comes to birth in a region 
where political nationalism has recorded signal 
advances in recent years. It has become common, 
especially in the United States, to ascribe the 
present tensions in the Middle East to the sup- 
pression of the natural impulse of national lib- 
eration which now convulses the Arab and the 
Moslem worlds. I should like to say at the out- 
set that it would be utterly incongruous for the 
State of Israel to approach the national move- 
ments, which now agitate our area, with any- 
thing but a basically sympathetic spirit. Our 
own people, which has just won its liberty after 
an arduous struggle against colonial rule, would 
be false to its own experience and to its own 
destiny if, having acquired its own liberty, it 
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were to take a grudging attitude to the efforts 
of the neighboring peoples to achieve their inde- 
pendence from foreign control. Yet, having 
said this, it is necessary to enter a reservation 
against a tendency in many quarters to accept 
with uncritical gratification and eulogy this con- 
cept of effervescent Moslem nationalism. I sug- 
gest to you in all seriousness that not everybody 
who assassinated his prime minister, not every 
student in Cairo who throws a stone through 
the window of a foreign establishment, is neces- 
sarily the spiritual descendant of Thomas Jeffer- 
son or of Robespierre. 


OES AN ATTITUDE of grievance and of rancor 

really become the Arab world? Has history 

in its broad lines of movement dealt harshly with 
that section of the human race? 

Four decades ago every Arab, I might almost 
say every Moslem upon the surface of the in- 
habited globe, lived in subjection either under 
the rule of the Ottoman Empire or under the 
direct domination of colonial powers. There was 
not a free Arab or a free Moslem anywhere upon 
the surface of the inhabited globe. The great 
Moslem or Arab cultural traditions were no- 
where the basis or the center of independent 
political and economic life. What a vast and 
astonishing transformation has come over the 
scene within such a brief span of time. Today 
eight sovereign Arab States extend over a con- 
tinental expanse of a million and a half square 
miles, embracing all the centers which owe their 
historic fame to their connection with the Arab 
and Moslem traditions. Cairo, Baghdad and Da- 
mascus, the scenes and the centers of the Cali- 
phate; Mecca and Medina, the holy cities of 
Arabia, the sources and origins of the Moslem 
faith, are today all capitals or centers of inde- 
pendent Arab societies. The imagination falters 
at the magnitude of the constructive opportun- 
ity which has suddenly, almost overnight, been 
presented to the liberated Arab peoples. And 
this unexampled good fortune in their political 
evolution has come to them less as a result of 
their own sacrifice and effort than as a conse- 
quence of the intervention of international in- 
fluences in two world wars and more recently 
as a consequence of the vast revival throughout 
the world of sympathy for the expression of 
national sentiment, ‘ 

This concept of Arab nationalism as a move- 
ment, which has acquired almost unprecedented 
good fortune, is essential if we are to understand 
the moral and ethical basis of the relationship 
between the Arab world and Israel and between 
the Arab world and the West. 

The West, which has many things to apologize 
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for in the past, has no need to stand in an atti- 
tude of defensiveness when it confronts the Ara- 
bic speaking world. It is true that for four cen- 
turies, under Western control or indifference, 
the Arabic speaking world fell behind the best 
levels of modern political and technical prog- 
ress. As far as the Arab world was concerned 
the French revolution might never have oc- 
curred. For the new revolutionary doctrines of 
political equality and social justice, which spread 
like wild fire throughout Europe and later across 


the Atlantic, have made no impression what- 


ever upon the dark hinterlands of Arabia which 
continued to organize its life upon medieval, 
feudal and totalitarian patterns. Similarly, as 
far as the Middle East was concerned, the in- 
dustrial revolution might never have occurred. 
The great devélopments in human technology 
and discovery which had revolutionized the ho- 
rizons of material progress, made no impress 
upon the squalor and suffering of the teeming 
millions who dwelt in the sub-continent between 
the central Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf. 


Thus, if we were to strike the balance sheet 
at the end of the 19th century, an attitude of 
grievance and injury by the Arab world towards 
the West, would have had ample historic justi- 
fication. But all this has been swept away by 
the bounty and the breadth of the liberation 
which the West, both through the actions of 
individual powers and through those of inter- 
national organs, has now bestowed upon the 
Arab world. Nor is there any reason to believe 
that this process is at an end. The fierce waves 
of Moslem national sentiment continue to beat 
out against the central and the western Medi- 
terranean where it encounters the imperial power 
of France. Libya is a recent entry into the in- 
ternational community; Eritrea and Somaliland, 
both predominantly Moslem States, are to be- 
come independent, not as a result of rebellion 
or sacrifice but through che pacific injunctions 
of the international community. And if. this 
picture means that Arab nationalism does not 
have a contemporary grievance of validity 
against the Western world, how much more 
striking is the balance of equity when struck 
between Arab nationalism and Israel. For in a 
small corner of this vast domain, within the 
area of eight thousand square miles, the State 
of Israel has arisen in the land immortalized in 
the annals of the Jewish people in its previous 
era of independence. Israel need not envy the 
Arab world its eight sovereignties, nor its sixty 
million people, nor its vast sub-continent, rich 
with natural resources, but we need not and 
shall not apologize for our eight thousand square 
miles. It is the least debt which history owes us. 
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The country which is now Israel owes any iden- 
tity and lustre which history confers upon it to 
its connections with the ancient Hebrew tradi- 
tion. No people ever suffered more cruelly from 
the deprivation of its nationhood or ever mer- 
ited its restoration more. 


Thus, if we are called upon to analyze the 
true causes of the crisis of nationalism in our 
area, we cannot find it in any imagined con- 
spiracy by Western powers or by Israel to deny 
the Arab his just patrimony. The crisis and the 
tension spring from imperfections within the 
body of this national movement itself. The first 
of such defects is a conspicuous lack of altruism. 
A progressive nationalism must acknowledge to 
other national movements the same prerogatives 
and rights which it asserts for itself. Yet Arab 
nationalism concentrated its attention in its 
present phase not on the million and a half square 
miles which it has gained but on the eight thou- 
sand square miles which have been justly with- 
held; not upon the vast and lavish gifts which 
have been conferred upon it, but upon the 
small and single act of denial which Arab na- 
tionalism was called upon to assume in the cause 
of general international equity. The territory 
of Israel is the only territory to which Arab na- 
tionalism in recent years has ever submitted a 
claim and seen that claim rejected, not once 
but several times, not by Israel alone but by the 
organized conscience of the world. Perhaps this 
obsession with the negative rather than with 
the positive, with the small domain which has 
been denied, rather than with the vast inherit- 
ance which has been bestowed, derives from a 
failure of nationalism throughout the Middle 
East and Asia to understand the true scope and 
nature of responsibility. 


[7 Is A MARKED and particular attribute of na- 

tionalism in the Middle East and in Asia that 
it concentrated exclusively upon the political 
aspect of national freedom. It aspires to all the 
external emblems of national freedom. It de- 
mands with clamoring impatience the removal 
of the last vestige of foreign control. It sets 
up the flag of political sovereignty as the final 
objective of a national struggle. Yet behind the 
glittering facade of institutional freedom the 
old social apathy, the old economic inertia, the 
old squalor, the old poverty, the old illiteracy, 
the old disease, the old nihilism, the old religious 
fanaticism all linger on, unaffected by the tran- 
sition from colonial domination to local sover- 
eignty or sometimes even aggravated by the re- 
moval of Western control. Dr. Charles Malik 
has written in a critical spirit: “In the Middle 
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East political nationalism is elevated as a single ° 
creed commanding total allegiance and exercis- 
ing complete domination of the public mind.” 
It is a just criticism and perhaps it would not be 
an exaggeration to say that this contrast in the 
Middle East between political success and social 
and economic irresponsibility is the root cause 
of the tension, which grips so vast a section of 
the globe. 


Men have awakened to find that they can be 
politically free and yet lose the essence of their 
freedom in the throes of squalor and want. Dis- 
covering with the sense of shock and astonish- 
ment that the magic panacea of national libera- 
tion has solved none of their individual or social 
problems, they turn their back in disgust and 
disillusionment upon the very concept of na- 
tional freedom. Here there is an atmosphere 
of bitterness and frustration in which anti- 
democratic slogans may well make swift head- 
way. This disillusionment with an abstract poli- 
tical freedom has already undermined the cause 
of democracy in the Far East. Unless the Middle 
Eastern nationalism adds social and economic 
content to its political programs, the same in- 
exorable processes of disillusion and decay are 
inevitable there. It is not within the power of 
Israel, isolated and boycotted by the neighboring 
world, to exercise direct influence upon the 
course of national movements throughout the 
Middle East. Yet the barriers which now divide 
us from our neighbors will not forever endure. 
The power of a contagious example should not 
be underestimated. And if Israel succeeds (and 
it has not yet proved its success) in creating a 
synthesis between political freedom and social 
and economic progress, it will have established 
a pilot plant which all Middle Eastern nations 
might seek to emulate even above the temporary 
rancors and hatred of current interstate relations 
in our area. If all nations in our area will recog- 
nize to each other the rights which they claim 
for themselves, there will be harmony. If the 
national movements will address temselves to the 
creation of a fair society assuring individual and 
collective welfare, the region can even come 
to know a measure of prosperity. Therefore, 
if we are asked to define our attitude towards this 
turbulent phenomenon of Middle Eastern na- 
tionalism in terms either of positive approval or 
of resistance, we refuse either extreme. We 
identify ourselves neither with those who would 
discredit the very theme of national liberation, 
by drawing attention to some of the excesses 
with which national movements are associated, 
nor on the other hand, do we regard this as a 
vast, benevolent or- irresistible flood. Somewhere 
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in between there can and must develop a critical 
attitude toward national movements based upon 
initial approval of their aspirations and guided 
by a steady scrutiny of their objectives and 
their aspects. Middle Eastern nationalism suffers 
not only from these two defects; the lack of 
altruism and the absence of any sentiment of 
social or economic responsibility; it also ignores 
the genera! and wider interests of the interna- 
tional order and seeks to express itself by methods 
of unilateral assertion and violence which are 
outmoded in the present age. 


[7 Is TRUE that the conflict between the great 

powers has prevented the United Nations 
from exercising its responsibilities for the main- 
tenance of world peace and security as the foun- 
ders of the organization envisaged and as the 
charter prescribes. But no such inhibition, no 
such failure, no such impotence has attended the 
work of the United Nations in another vital 
sphere of international relations, the liberation 
of subject peoples and the creation of new units 
of national independence. Around the interna- 
tional table there are a dozen peoples mostly 
from Asia which owe the impulse for their 
liberation to the pacific processes of internation- 
al judgment. Syria, Lebanon, India, Pakistan, 
Israel, Indonesia, Libya, shortly to be reinforced 
by Eritrea and Somaliland, are all instances in 
which these new units of political independence 
have had their path to liberation either com- 
pletely or partially smoothed by the processes 
of international judgment. Israel has been 
among those states which have paid obeisance 
in principle to a national sentiment wherever 
it has arisen. The least that can be said is that 
the world does not show any inadequate regard 
for the sacredness and immunity of the national- 
ist sentiment. If anything, it might-be accused 
of liquidating the previous regimes of domina- 
tion with excessive and even disorderly speed. 
For that reason it is a legitimate ground for 
criticism today, as it would not have been in 
the 19th century, when a national movement 
seeks to secure its objectives by force or by 
unilateral action without even exhausting the 
procedures or the potentialities of international 
judgment. 


It has become 4 fashionable slogan to assert 
that Israel’s aspiration is for intergration into 
the Middle East, that if we are not now a Middle 
Eastern state by every circumstance of political 
and economic connection, then that lack of 
Middle Eastern citizenship derives not from our 
free will but from the imposition of the neigh- 
boring world, and that sooner or later it is our 
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duty and our destiny to become a part of the 
Middle East, flesh of its flesh and bone of its 
bone, to become integrally and organically em- 
bodied in the political economic and cultural life 
of our region. Yet I suggest that if Israel is 
now separated from the Middle East we owe 
that separation not only to the hostility of our 
neighbors but also to the very essence and na- 
ture of our own national movement. We are 
separate from the region and will remain so 
separate by an act of our own will. 


Let us examine this slogan of integration 
in its individual components. Do we seek to be 
economically integrated into the Middle East? 
Why, our very mission is to establish a form 
of society which shall bear no resemblance what- 
ever to the forms and varieties of social exploi- 
tation which are characteristic of Arab and Mos- 
lem society. Do we aspire to the same forms of 
political organization as those which engage 
the sentiment of the Arab world? Surely we 
are attracted neither by the theocratic monar- 
chies of the Arabian peninsula nor by the pro- 
tectorates or Sheikdoms of the Persian Gulf, nor 
by those forms of “Republicanism” in the Levant 
states in which assassination is the conventional 
method of changing prime ministers and in 
which the parliamentary procedure reflects no 
kind of public interest or of educated popular 
concern. In the sphere of culture, while paying 
all honor to the rich potentiality of the Arab 
tradition, we come to Israel for the purpose of 
reviving and maintaining the Hebrew tradition, 
and the transition in culture from the borders 
of an Arab state to the borders of Israel is not 
something imposed upon us against our will; it 
is something which we cherish and which we are 
determined to maintain and to preserve. Israel 
possesses uniqué interests, the paramount one 
of which is the network of connections with 
the Jewish world in. all the countries of its dis- 
persion. This is something exclusive and par- 
ticular to the State of Israel, something which 
is entirely alien to the rest of the Middle East. 
Therefore, we should not look upon the separate- 
ness of Israel as a transient phenomenon im- 
posed by Arab boycott. It is something im- 
posed by the essence, the desire and the aspiration 
of Israel itself and, therefore, the slogan should 
not be one of integration. The slogan is not 
integration, but good neighborliness, not Israel 
as an organic part of the Middle East but Israel 
as a separate and unique entity living at peace 
with the Middle East. What we aspire to is not 
the relationship between Lebanon and Syria, but 
one akin to that between the United States and 
the Latin American continent, relations of 
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good neighborliness, of regional cooperation, of 
economic inter-action, but across a frankly con- 
fessed gulf of historic, cultural and linguistic 
differences. If Israel wishes to find an orienta- 
tion within a region, if it wishes to seek the 
most congenial world both for its political re- 
lations and for its cultural links, I suggest that 
that orientation can be found in the word 
“Mediterranean””: Israel not as a Middle East- 
ern country, but as a Mediterranean country. 
The Mediterranean is the only channel of inter- 
course and contact between Israel and the rest 
of the world. All Israel’s commerce, all its con- 
nections pass across the route of that sea. If 
this is true as a geographical fact it is even more 
true in the historic and cultural sense. The his- 
tory of Israel has been powerfully affected not 
by the currents of thought and action in what 
is called the Orient, in the Arabian peninsula, 
in India or in China. In all of history, since the 
earliest days of Israel’s independence, its crucial 
relationships have been with the countries con- 
tiguous to the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. 
In cultural terms, the three cities of the Mediter- 
ranean world, Jerusalem, Athens and Rome, 
form the partnership out of which Western 
civilization has flowed. 


BY ENVISAGING Israel in its Mediterranean ca- ° 


pacity we achieve two purposes. First of all, 
we see a prospect of Israel’s emergence from a 
position of political and cultural isolation. For 
if Israel within the terms of the Middle East is 
an isolated country, in terms of the Mediter- 
ranean, it is not. For with practically all the 
states of the Mediterranean world, and certainly 
of the northern Mediterranean, Israel possesses 
the closest and most intimate contacts of diplo- 
macy and of trade. The Mediterranean orienta- 
tion of Israel’s nationalism also offers our state 
a higher standard of cultural performance and 
of social and economic organization on which 
to base itself. There is, therefore, both a historic 
and a contemporary logic toward the Mediter- 
ranean interpretation of Israel nationalism in 
the modern world. 


Finally, I would like to express a few passing 
thoughts on the concepts of internationalism and 
nationalism as it affects Israel and the Jewish 
world. It is primarily in Jewish life that this 
theory of antithesis between the universal mis- 
sion and the national mission was once in great- 
est vogue. I suggest that in every stage of his- 
tory, those who argued in favor of this antithesis 
were making a virtue of necessity. Since the 
Jewish people lacked a national center, since it 
was deprived of the dignity and pride of sov- 
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ereign independence, there were those among 


us who argued that the absence of these things 
did not matter, and there were others who went 
even further down the road of reform and 
argued that Israel’s lack of a national status was 
a positive asset. Here was a people, abstract and 
disembodied, uncontaminated by the inevitable 
national and political responsibility, free to let 
its mind and spirit roam in the great stratosphere 
of abstract ideals, to carry to all the nations a 
kind of suffused and sublimated purity beyond 
the capacity or the ambition of mortal sovereign 
states. 


Everybody will recognize in this analysis some 
of the excesses of the reformist doctrine which 
made such a pure necessity out of this allegedly 
impure virtue of national freedom. The uni- 
versal cause, it was said, can be served as well, 
nay, it can even be served better, without any 
starting point of national identity. Against this 
there came the Zionist movement, and I use the 
word Zionism in its proper sense, as an inter- 
pretation of Jewish history. Zionism as a politi- 
cal movement is something entirely subsidiary 
to this far wider concept. Zionism as a version 
of the destiny and the mission of the Jewish 
people rose up triumphantly against this heresy. 
It argued with ample foundation in Jewish tra- 
dition and, therefore, with ultimate success, that 
the validity of a spiritual doctrine can only be 
tested in the actual arena of social performance 
and of international relations, that it is easy 
but valueless to uphold ethical ideals in a 
vacuum. 


Strangely enough, and perhaps to our good 
fortune, the non-Jewish world preponderantly 
agreed with this interpretation. Perhaps the 
greatest paradox of modern history is that the 
Zionist interpretation of Jewish identity, which 
was looked at with such indignation and fear 
lest it undermine the status and popularity of 
the Jewish people in the world, became the only 
movement in Jewish life to obtain the authori- 
tative ratification of the universal conscience on 
two separate occasions within one generation, 
each time against the fierce and vehement chal- 
lenge of powerful interests throughout the world. 
In other words, the movement known as Zion- 
ism has so far furnished the only serious bridge 
of Jewish-Gentile collaboration in the sphere of 
social, political, or international inter-action. 
And thus the State of Israel has arisen as testi- 
mony to the triumph of’a doctrine which held 
that the Jewish tradition should not be disem- 
bodied, should not wander from place to place 
in search of a home, and should not assert its 
values in the vacant air, but prove them in the 
actual realm of political and social action. 
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Reparations from Germany 
by Eliezer Livneh 


N THE MATTER of claiming reparations from 

- Germany, it is desirable to avoid extreme at- 
titudes either of total rejection of such claims or 
of unconditional approval. 

Two justifiable, but potentially contradictory, 
assumptions are possible in this question. The 
first of these concerns the behavior—not merely 
the attitude—of the Jewish people toward the 
German nation. The Germans have extermin- 
ated one third of the Jewish people. Hundreds 
of thousands of Germans participated in this 
extermination. Millions of Germans knew of it. 
Countless Germans saw the smoke rising from 
the chimneys of the crematoria and witnessed 
the death march of the prisoners in Dachau. 
The Germans destroyed Jews not as enemy 
soldiers, but as a people. They murdered infants 
and old people, the sick and the invalids out of 
sheer desire to kill. | 

The place of a people in history and in the 
society of nations, its self-respect and the respect 
accorded it by others, are determined by its 
ability to remember and to hope. As a ‘result 
of our talent for remembering, the recollection 
of the destruction of the Temple lived within 
us for two thousand years. This memory deter- 
mined our attitude toward the Romans, though 
they had not sought to destroy us biologically. 
We never forgot what was done to us by the 
Inquisition, though its acts were as child’s play 
when compared to what the Germans did to us. 
For centuries Jews avoided returning to Spain 
despite the fact that the government of Ferdin- 
and and Isabella even permitted the Jewish exiles 
to take their property along with themselves. 
We did not forget Bogdan Chmelnitski, and 
those who did forget automatically excluded 
themselves from the Jewish community. Indeed, 
the Jewish people differed from other nations in 
that it forgot less and hoped more than the 
rest. I do not know whether this was good or 
_bad, but I do know that the memory and the 
hope determined the character and the existence 
of the Jews to this day. These provided the in- 
ner strength for the return to the Land of Israel 
after sixty generations of dispersion. We would 
not have returned had we not remembered so 
keenly the destruction of Zion, had we not 
guarded our hatred for Vespasian and hoped for 
a day of just reckoning for the Romans. 





Eliezer Livneh is a member of Knesset, Israel’s parliament. 


At present Israel is undergoing a difficult peri- 
od economically. Israel’s economic health also 
determines the process of the ingathering of the 
dispersion. But there is something more impor- 
tant than economics which, in the final analysis, 
also affects the economic effectiveness of indi- 
viduals and nations. This is the spiritual face 
of a people. Strong faith, great hope that justice 
would triumph and the ability to renounce 
quick gains are also powerful economic factors. 
The pioneers were content with little and re- 
jected handouts yet succeeded in increasing their 
productivity under difficult circumstances. Self- 
respect and integrity are prime economic fac- 
tors. Were it not for Jewish faith, readiness to 


‘suffer, capacity for remembering and daring to 


hope for justice, Jewish pioneering in Israel 
would not have come about. Yet this pioneer- 
ing gave us economic advantages that could not 
be bought with billions of dollars. The spiritual 
character of the Jewish people will determine 
the fate of the State of Israel, and this character 
will be determined to no small extent by our 
attitude toward the German people. What the 
Germans did to us is not equalled in the annals 
of Antiochus, Chmelnitski or Amalek. Amalek 
warred against the Jews and in the course of 
the war destroyed “the stragglers.” The Ger- 
mans destroyed without warring. Should not 
an event of this magnitude decide our behavior? 
What would happen to our self-respect and to 
the respect of the nations for us were we to for- 
get so quickly, come to terms and become re- 
conciled with the Germans? Can the uncondi- 
tional acceptance of material reparations out- 
weigh the moral degradation? 


On the other hand there is no doubt that our 
demand for reparations is urgent and justified. 
The fact that the Germans also looted the be- 
longings of the victims whom they murdered 
does not make them legal heirs to the loot. More- 
over, the fact that we do not want to establish 
normal relations with them does not deprive us 
of the right to reclaim the loot in a manner 
befitting the unique circumstances. 


E ARE THUs confronted with two correct as- 
sumptions: that the fate of our people will be 
determined by its attitude toward Germany, 
and that it is necessary to claim and to collect 
reparations. Those who feel that there exists a 
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contradiction between the two assumptions must 
chose the first one. I do not believe that these 
two assumptions necessarily contradict each 
other. 


In practice the situation has developed as 
follows. Karl Adenauer, Chancellor of West 
Germany, announced on behalf of the Bundestag 
that the Germans consider the payment of re- 
parations as a first step on the road toward a re- 
conciliation and a “normalization” of the rela- 
tions with us. This idea was also voiced in other 
German documents. If I could discern serious 
symptoms of remorse among the German masses, 
if the Germans were to feel depressed by a sense 
of guilt for their great crime, if they were to 
undertake to punish the Nazi criminals (in East 
Germany such Nazis are in leading government 
positions; in West Germany they occupy im- 
portant posts) it might perhaps be permissible 
to decide in favor of reconciliation. Such re- 
conciliation might still be premature, but it 
would be justified in principle. I have weighed 
the matter carefully. I read the German press; 
I talked to people returning from Germany. Re- 
grettably I could find no genuine repentance. 
Were another opportunity to exterminate Jews 
to present itself—the majority would avail 
themselves of it. This fact must determine our 
behavior toward Germany. We must not lighten 
the burden weighing upon them. We must not 
help erase the mark of Cain from their fore- 
heads. We must not create among the Ger- 
mans—and in the world at large—a feeling that 
no matter what is done to Jews, it is possible 
to make “a deal” with them. To do so would 
establish a grave precedent. In the present in- 
stance Jewish self-respect is synonymous with 
survival. The preservation of this self-respect 
is more important than some additional millions 
of dollars for the Israel budget. 


Some conclusions present themselves at once: 
a) The chief of the West German government 
made a statement concerning relations between 
Germans and Jews, as he sees them; Israel should 
speak its mind about these relations from our 
point of view, that as long as there is no sincere 
inner desire on the part of the German people 
to eradicate Nazism there can be no basis for 
reconciliation nor ground for normal relations; 
b) The Israel Consulate in Munich must be 
closed the moment the western armies of oc- 
cupation evacuate Germany. Our voting against 
Germany in the United Nations should continue 
even if we are the only ones to do so. We will 
not leave the United Nations because of Ger- 
many, but neither should we cease to proclaim 
and to stress our attitude toward her. Especially 
now it is our duty to declare clearly to the world: 


: It 


We have not forgotten; we do not believe our 
people is secure in the dispersion; Nazism still 
exists; c) All negotiations with the representa- 
tives of Germany regarding reparations must 
take place outside Germany and Israel. Entry of 
Germans into Israel must remain proscribed. 

Our account with Germany is unique. No 
other people has such an account on its books. 
Our fate hangs on the open or covert revival 
of Nazism, independently of the calculations 
of others. 


Negotiations with representatives of Germany 
for the purpose of collecting reparations should 
not be rejected, but they should be handled as 
negotiations with an enemy: No government 
ministers or members of Knesset should partici- 
pate in these negotiations, only experts—experts 
in economics and German psychology. Our 
generation has learned from experience that 
Germans are sly traders in matters of interna- 
tional finance. They promised and broke their 
word; they borrowed and failed to repay; thev 
undertook to do one thing, then countered with 
something else. There must also be some safe- 
guards of an economic nature. From an eco- 
nomic as well as from a social standpoint it is 
essential that we receive the maximum of repara- 
tions in funds and not in goods. If this is difh- 
cult for Germany, it also provides her an op- 
portunity to display some good will at least in 
this respect. We must not accept materials that 
would tie the economy of Israel to that of 
Germany and compel us to continue importing 
from Germany spare parts or raw materials. We 
should accept only materials or machines that do 
not tend to perpetuate the relations between us. 
We must not intorduce into our private homes 
or public buildings Germans utensils or items 
of luxury. No commercial relations should be 
instituted between us and them. There must be 
no German agents or experts in Israel. The above 
limitations may make the negotiations more 
difficult, but such difficulties are desirable and 
praiseworthy. Should these limitations bring 
about a breakdown of the negotiations, the ac- 
count between us and Germany will remain 
open before the world until the day when the 
debt is collected with the due severity of the law. 


HAT DO THE GERMANS expect from the nego- 

tiations? For them it is an important inter- 
national event. It is a great political and moral 
encounter of farreaching significance for both 
parties. The Germans want to win an easy for- 
giveness. They are trying to create the impres- 
sion of reconciliation, without experiencing an 
inner purging of their guilt. Step by step they 
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try to dim in the mind of the world the mem- 
ory of the crime and of the criminals. They hope 
to obtain their objective in the process of ne- 
gotiations, before they even make the first pay- 
ment. What are they offering? We. have stated 
the minimum sum of reparations. But the over- 
all sum is not everything. Equally important are 
the annual payments. The Germans will try 
to get from us everything at one time—“normal- 
ization” of relations, friendly negotiations. 
Where is the guarantee that they will not cease 
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their payments the second and third years, as 
they have done more than once in the past? Long 
term obligations from Germany are worthless. 

It is therefore wiser to be more strict now. 
The more the Germans are made aware that we 
have not become reconciled, that the magnitude 
of their crime has not abated and the memory 
of it lives in our hearts, the better it will be 
for the negotiations about reparations as well 
as for other matters that are of transcending 
importance. 


Knesset Debates Reparations 


The decision of Knesset, Israel’s Parliament, by 
a vote of 61 to 50 to approve a motion to com- 
mence negotiations with Germany regarding 
the payment of reparations, has evoked wide- 
spread debate wherever Jews live. Following 
are excerpts from the Knesset debate that pre- 
ceded the vote. 


Historical Precedents 
By P. LAVON (Mapai) 


N MORE THAN ONE occasion the Zionist 
Movement lias faced serious problems in 
its relations with hostile foreign nations. Prior 
to the emergence of the Zionist Movement, Jew- 
ish policy in such instances was simple; Shtad- 
lanut (back door intervention) toward the out- 
side world and providing an outlet for the in- 
ternal needs by means of special prayers, ex- 
communication, etc. These prayers and boycotts 
played an important role because moral weapons 
are of great importance to a people that has 
no power. 

No sooner did the Zionist Movement appear 
on: the scene than it encountered the problem 
of the relations of the Jewish people—which 
still had no state but strove for one—with hostile 
foreign nations. Many will recall the heated 
debates surrounding Theodore Herzl’s negotia- 
tions with Plehve, the Czarist Foreign Minister 
of that time. Now, decades later, it is possible 
to evaluate that incident and to conclude that 
on a practical level Herzl may have erred, but 
from a political and historical standpoint, his 
behavior was corrett since it reflected the great 
change that was to come about in the relations 
between Jews and other nations. 

Another such incident occured when Jabo- 
tinsky signed an agreement with Stravinsky, 
the emissary of Petlura. This agreement was 
signed two years after the slaughter of hundreds 
of thousands of Jews in the Ukraine. This was 


a huge number of victims in those days, and 
the very fact that the pogroms had taken place 
was a great shock to the Jews in Russia. .: . 
This agreement was signed with the leader of the 
pogrom makers. Nor was this an agreement re- 
garding reparations; it concerned collaboration 
and mutual assistance. If a decent attitude to- 
ward history were to prevail, the disciples of 
that “father and teacher” (Jabotinsky) who 
made that agreement would lower their voices 
somewhat when discussing the present subject. 

Jewish public opinion at that time justly re- 
jected the agreement. 

There was still another case which split the 
Jewish community and the Zionist Movement. 
This happened shortly after the Nazis came to 
power and the question of the transfer of Jew- 
ish property from Germany had to be decided. 
. . . When we compare the speeches made then 


and now, we find that not a single argument ' 


has been presented today which had not been 
used at that time. Then, too, it was argued 
that approval of the transfer agreement meant 
a sell-out of Jewish honor for money and a 
sanction for Hitler’s entry into international 
society. Then it was said that Chamberlain’s 
policy of appeasement and Molotov’s pact with 
Ribbenthrop were a result of the transfer 
agreement into which we entered in order to 
save Jewish possessions. Twenty years have 
passed since that time. We may now ask our- 
selves the following question: Let us assume for 
a moment that we had then abandoned Jewish 
property in Germany to the Nazi machine of 
destruction and were not consequently in a 
position to absorb the Jewish emigration from 
Germany which later became a keystone in the 
upbuilding of Eretz Israel. Whom would such 
a policy have benefitted? Hitler or the Jew- 
ish people? 

Today we can state with a clear conscience 
that our decision in favor of the transfer agree- 
ment was a great and positive national and poli- 
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tical achievement from the standpoint of saving 
Jewish lives and increasing Jewish strength. 

Much has been said in the course of this de- 
bate regarding national honor. National honor 
is not a phrase to be tossed about at random. 
National honor is not the same as vanity. Honor 
must express itself in certain acts... . True 
national honor will be vindicated when the Ger- 
mans will work to rehabilitate, to cure, and to 
clothe masses of Jewish immigrants in Israel... . 
Today our national and historical self-respect 
consist in gathering strength, bringing more 
Jews into the country, rehabilitating the people 
and strengthening the State so that it could 
withstand the turbulent times. These are our 
historic answers to the conspiracy to destroy the 
Jewish people. 

We must therefore go with heads raised high 
as representatives of the Jewish past, present and 
future and demand reparations for the purpose 
of healing the wounds, ingathering the disper- 
sion and strengthening the State. 


No Direct Contact 


By RABBI M. NUROCK, (Mizrachi) 


[7 Is SUPERFLUOUS to demonstrate that our de- 

mands on Germany are just. The debate cen- 
ters about Germany’s demands on us in return 
for reparations. Germany demands the establish- 
ment of normal relations, the same kind of 
amnesty which the great powers have extended 
to the worst war criminals. 

It is self-delusion to maintain that (accept- 
ance of reparations) does not signify forgive- 
ness. At first the term “restitution” was used. 
Later a more convenient term, “reparations,” 
was adopted. Both terms signify forgiveness 
and recognition of Germany. 

Three years ago, prior to the rise of Israel, 
there still existed a possibility that the great 
powers and the United Nations would include 
our demands on Germany, as a condition for 
peace. In this manner we would not have had to 
come in direct contact with the murderers. Now 
it is clear that the government has missed the 
proper moment to present our claims to the 
International Reparations Commission in Brus- 
sels which concluded its work in 1949. 

As late as six months ago the Government 
of Israel appealed to the four great powers. But 
we have been tardy. Three years ago the general 
atmosphere in the world was different and the 
attitude toward the murderers was not what 
it is now. Today everyone is anxious to meet 
them half-way because it is desired to use them 
as cannon fodder in the struggle against the 
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East. Now the Germans are proposing direct 
contact with us. In 1933, when the question of 
saving the German Jews came up, it was de- 
cided to declare-a boycott on the Germans—this 
was before their extermination of our people. 
We must take into account what the Gentiles 
will say. They will say that we have sold our 
self-respect. They will ask us: Why have you 
desecrated the memory of your martyrs and 
heroes? If reparations are linked with direct con- 
tact with the Germans, then we must renounce 
reparations. 


No Longer Defenseless 


By Z. SHAZAR (Mapai) 


JEWisH Historians have studied the causes of 

the greatest evil in the history of the Jews 
among the nations—the curse of expulsion 
which has recurred at all stages of the economic 
development of Europe. These historians asked: 
Why was the Jewish people selected as the tar- 
get of exile and robbery? Some answered this 
question as follows: The Jews were the only 
defenseless nation that could be expelled and 
its possessions looted because there was no one 
to demand return of the loot. There existed no 
political force to demand its return. Jews knew 
pogroms and self-defense, martyrdom, back- 
door pleading and even struggle, but we did 
not know of reparations. Titus deprived us of 
the ability to claim reparations; the Defense 
Army of Israel reestablished this ability. For 
the first time we are now able to demand repara- 
tions, and we should greet this opportunity as 
a first result of our new independence. 


Nations that have been plundered levy a con- 
tribution on their oppressors. Germany warred 
against France and paid reparations under the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Entire dis- 
tricts in France were rehabilitated with these 
reparations. .. . Did it occur to any French- 
man that he must renounce the reparations due 
to him because of his hatred for the Boche? 
Did it ever occur to any Frenchman, whether a 
right-winger or a left-winger, that it is forbidden 
to accept reparations because the money has 
passed through German hands? Why, then, are 
we told that acceptance of reparations from 
Germany implies reconciliation? From whom 
does one take reparations if not from an enemy? 

Let no one say that this is alien money we are 
demanding. This is Jewish money. Masses of Jews 
earned it with their hard labor in the course 
of generations, and the enemy has robbed it. 
This money has not become contaminated by 
the fact that it has been robbed from us... . 
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Even if I were to know that not one cent of 
the reparations will be used for immigration, 
colonization, and the security of the State, even 
if I were to know that we would spend all the 
reparations funds on museums and theatres, I 
would still say that this money should be taken, 
because it is ours. 


Four Factors 


By S. BOVE (General Zionist) 


E MUST TAKE into censideration four factors: 

The Jewish people, the Germans, the Arab 
countries and the rest of the world... . 

I do not agree with the opinion that the 
world will not aid us if we refuse to accept 
reparations from Germany. The world will re- 
spect the Jewish people and will say: Here is 
a poor country that absorbs immigrants and faces 
a difficult economic struggle, nevertheless, in 
a matter affecting the soul of the people they 
have not surrendered to economic pressure. 

The Jews in the diaspora will not understand 
(if we accept reparations). Neither the Jews 
of America nor the Jews of Europe. They will 
sympathize with us if we refuse reparations 
from Germany. They will say: Here is a na- 
tion suffering the hardships of an austerity re- 
gime yet it rejected reparations. What a great 
moral stimulus this will be. 

This matter will also be of great significance 
for the nations of the Middle East. Some of these 
nations hope that we will face economic bank- 
ruptcy. Consider the effect in the countries of 
the Levant when they are told that we renounced 
reparations. They will then understand the foun- 
dation on which the State of Israel rests. . . . 

There can be another form of retribution 
against Germany when for entire generations 
the representative of the Jewish people will rise 
at every international meeting where Pan-Ger- 
manism is represented and say: These are the 
murderers of our people. 


Statesmanship Needed 


By MOSHE SHARETT (Mapai) 
& 


INE MONTHS AGO Knesset discussed the note 

of the Israel government to the four Great 
Powers occupying Germany regarding repara- 
tions. The Knesset at that time overwhelmingly 
approved the note. There was debate whether 
the presentation of the demand for reparations 
was being made at an appropriate moment, or 
it was already too late. But there was no debate on 
the basic question, whether we are entitled to 
reparations. 





JEwisH FRONTIER 


A word regarding the argument that we have 
missed the right moment to put in our claim, 
which was when the allies raised the question 
of reparations from Germany. We did not then 
exist as a State. Assuming that we had pre- 
sented the Jewish demands to the conferences 
in Yalta, Potsdam or Brussels, what would 
have been the outcome? 

We would have joined those countries which 
established direct contact with German authori- 
ties. We could not have hidden behind the backs 
of others and depended on them to conduct 
the negotiations for us. Would they have heeded 
us had we said to them: We do not want to 
soil our hands by coming in direct contact with 
the Germans; you do it and collect reparations 
for us? Had we presented our demands at that 
time we would have placed ourselves in the 


category of the other allied powers who asked 


reparations for war damages. 

But we do not claim war damages from Ger- 
many. Our account with Germany is a special 
one. It involves looted Jewish property, because 
there can be no reckoning whatever for the 
Jewish blood that was shed. This we can only 
remember for generations. 

Just as it is unavoidable that we receive part 
of the reparations in the form of goods, it is 
impossible to evade direct contact with the 
Germans in the process of collecting reparations. 

The Jewish Agency, and other Jewish organ- 
izations, have been occupied with the question 
of restitution from Germany for some years. 
The Jewish Restitution Successor Organizations, 
for instance, are actually conducting negotia- 
tions in the name of all Zionist parties. Why 
did none of these parties express their opposi- 
tion to these direct negotiations with the Ger- 
mans at the Zionist Actions Committee, or in 
the World Jewish Congress? 

Negotiations with the German Laender (prov- 
inces) have been conducted consistently, and 
there exists a permanent apparatus for the 
liquidation (of Jewish property claims). Any 
Jew who can obtain restitution comes to Ger- 
many and with the funds he receives he buys 
machinery, raw materials or other articles which 
he then brings to Israel. Also members of kib- 
butzim whose parents perished and left property 
in West Germany go on their own behalf, or 
on behalf of their kibbutz, and wich the aid of 
JRSO obtain tractors, concrete mixers, pre- 
fabricated houses or other articles which are of 
economic use to their kibbutzim. This has been 
done by members of Mapam as well as those 
of Mapai, and both await the moment when 
they can collect reparations also from East 
Germany. 
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The question arises whether these claims for 
restitution exhaust our (material) account with 
Germany. Why should we renounce such claims 
as can be presented only to the central German 
government? Why should we overlook the huge 
assets which have been destroyed or have dis- 
appeared? Why is it permissible to claim resti- 
tution of Jewish property on hand in Germany 
but it is forbidden to demand reparations for 
assets destroyed? Why is it right for the heir 
of a Jewish victim of Nazism to bring machinery 
(from Germany) to Israel, but wrong to autho- 
rize a national institution to receive reparations 
for heirless property? We open the gates of the 
country to every Jew, even if he comes penni- 
less. We should similarly open the gates of the 
country to assets whose Jewish owners did not 
survive to bring them personally. 


We are told: Nothing will come of the nego- 
tiations; you will get small change. But if it is 
morally wrong to negotiate reparations from 
Germany, the ethics of the problem do not 
depend on the sums we will receive. Would it 
become morally right if.we were to receive 
substantial sums? I do not want to make pre- 
dictions, but I do know that on many occasions 
in the past we faced certain actions and were 
told that “nothing will come of it.” Yet each 
time the pessimists proved wrong. It is true that 
this matter (our claim for reparations from 
Germany) is without precedent. But in this re- 
spect it is not an exception. The rise of the State 
of Israel is also without precedent. The Ger- 
man slaughter of six million Jews is without 
precedent. Our appeal for reparations is un- 
precedented, and even the positive response— 
so far only a promise on paper—is without pre- 
cedent. Who can prove that new precedents will 
not be set in the future? 


Others say that the question of reparations is 
bound up with a new world war. It is fantastic 
to think that German payment of reparations to 
Israel will in any way hasten a new world war. 
One thing is clear: the sums which we will re- 
ceive as reparations can be a decisive factor in 
eliminating the dangers that will beset us in 
case of another war. 


All the arguments cited against reparations 
fail to touch on the new reality in which we 
live—the fact of the State of Israel. Jewish 
ethics, boycott, avoiding contact, not forgiving 
—these concepts have existed through the gen- 
erations and came to the fore after every mis- 
fortune. Today we can no longer consider any 
matter without bearing in mind that we are 
now on the soil of our own State. A State can- 
not live with the past only. It must always con- 
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sider the future. A scattered and helpless peo- 
ple can, and perhaps should, live with the memo- 
ries of its past only. 

The attitude of the State of Israel toward 
Germany is known, and Israel does not con- 
template a change in its attitude toward the read- 
mission of Germany into the family of nations. 
Negotiations concerning reparations have noth- 
ing to do with recognition of Germany. On the 
contrary, each time we face German represen- 
tatives will become a demonstration of Ger- 
many’s historic failure. The Nazis undertook 
to annihilate the Jewish people, and now the 
heirs of the Nazi regime negotiate, in some 
neutral location, with the representatives of a 
Jewish State which is a member of the family 


Zion in the 
by Harold 


URING THE PAST two years, in an attempt to 
discover the book buying habits of the 
American Jewish reader, I have been canvassing 
book publishers on the sales of volumes of spe- 
cific Jewish interest. In the most recent survey 
undertaken, the statistics revealed that while 
books generally aimed at Jewish purchasers sold 
rather poorly in relation to over-all book buying, 
those concerned with Palestine, Israel, the Middle 
East or Zionism attracted fewer readers than 
did the other “Jewish” books. Intrigued by this 
revelation—and by the personal discussions I 
had with various authors who offered their own 
views on the subject based on their experiences 
—TI thought it would be interesting to make a 
detailed survey of some three dozen volumes of 
Israeli, or Zionist, interest, and see how new 
trends and developments have influenced the 
book buying habits of American Jews. 

How, for example, did purchases in 1951— 
when Israel was comparatively well-established 
—compare with sales in the days prior to and 
immediately succeeding the establishment of 
Israel? Did the “name” books—those by the 
- famous personalities and journalists—do better 
in 1948 or in 1951? How well did fiction dealing 
with the Zionist dream—a comparatively new 
phenomenon in American fiction generally— 
‘sell in 1951, against the 1948 figures? What 
about photo-and-text books? In other words, do 
Jewish book-buying habits reflect changing tides 





Harold U. Ribalow is managing editor of Congress Weekly 
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of nations, whereas they have to stand outside 
the door and beg to be admitted. 

The attitude of the government of Israel can 
be summarized in the following three state- 
ments: 1) The government is firmly convinced 
that the entire German people is responsible 
for the extermination of the Jewish masses in 
Europe; 2) The government sees no convincing 
symptoms that anti-Semitism has been uprooted 
among the Germans, both East and West, since 
the war, and 3) German reparations will not 
affect this attitude; they will merely constitute 
a return of part of the looted Jewish property. 
Satisfaction of the demand for reparations can 
in no wise clear the German people of the taint 
of the Nazi crimes. 


Book Stores 
U. Ribalow 


of interest concerning Israel itself? Do publishers 
have the right to expect—in the light of the 
rather well organized Zionist movement in 
America—that their books on Israel and related 
themes will do better than, say, their books on 
India or Turkey? And what of the authors 
themselves: are they satisfied with the critical 
and material reaction to their volumes? The 
questions pile up, but before anyone can begin 
to answer them, some facts must be offered. 

At the outset it should be stated that the num- 
ber of books on Israel and Zionism published 
during the past few years has been overwhelm- 
ing. No immediate statistics are at hand, but it 
is true that at least three times as many books 
have been issued in this area of interest during 
the past four or five years as on India or Pakistan, 
both of them newly-established states. The 
Jewish reading public, moreover, has been sub- 
jected during the past five years to a campaign 
of propaganda which beggars description, for 
the United Jewish Appeal, the Israel Bond Drive 
and sundry other campaigns. This may well 
have super-saturated the Jewish public. The daily 
and periodical press, the constant stream of 
Israeli visitors and the deadly barrage of speeches 
heard at numberless conventions, rallies and mass 
meetings, plus the publication of booklets, 
pamphlets, brochures and books, have made the 
Jewish reading public far more resistant than 
writers and publishers imagine. It need also be 
added that it is entirely likely that many of the 
volumes offered have been far from competent, 
or barely competent, quickies er pot-boilers, 
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books easily dated or volumes on a particular 
passing phase of Israel, the war for independence, 
Zionism or some personality who may or may 
not interest a large number of potential readers. 
Add to this the fact that many books are read 
without being bought (borrowed from libraries 
or from friends) and add the further fact that 
book buying in the United States has slumped 
severely in the post-war years and it is easier to 
understand the facts and figures which follow. 


HERE Is little doubt that if there were charts 

of Israel and Zionist book sales, they would 
show a marked downward trend during the past 
few years. The excitement over the creation of 
Israel has to some extent subsided. The headlines 
concerning the Haganah and the United Nations 
helped to sell books a few years ago. The smaller 
news items buried in.the newspapers (at least in 
those few newspapers which still carry Israel 
news) dealing with Ben Gurion’s latest state- 
ment or with the bickerings or misunderstand- 
ings at the World Zionist Congress, do not drive 
buyers to the bookstores asking for volumes on 
Israel. 


Here are some examples. Ruth Gruber’s Dest#i- 
nation Palestine, in spite of its having been 
published quite a while after the event it de- 
scribes (the story of the Exodus and its human 
cargo of Jews salvaged from Hitler’s extermina- 
tion camps) did sell 9,500 copies. (This figure 
includes 2,500 from the Jewish Book Guild 
sales. The Guild will be dealt with elsewhere in 
this essay, although its sales figures will be in- 
cluded with the individual volumes discussed. ) 
Miss Gruber’s most recent volume, Israel With- 
out Tears, issued last year, sold only 6,000 copies; 
this, in spite of the fact that the book was un- 
usual in that it was not merely another one in 
a long line of sober, scholarly tomes, but a 
humorous volume, the kind which many would- 
be readers insisted they would like to read. It 
should also be borne in mind that the author 
is a popular lecturer whose various appearances 
before large Jewish groups certainly should en- 
hance the sale of the book. 

Arthur Koestler, one of the “big names” in 
literature today, published his novel on Palestine 
in 1946 and his non-fictional volume Promise 
and Fulfilment three years later. The novel, the 
controversial Thieves in the Night, sold at least 
80,000 copies. Promise and Fulfilment was 
quickly remaindered, which means that the pub- 
lisher, stuck with thousands of copies, unloaded 
the book as speedily and with as little loss as 


possible. The reason exact statistics are not given 
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in this instance is that Koestler’s American pub- 
lisher, Macmillan, is unwilling to offer precise 
figures. I. F. Stone’s picture-and-text book, the 
first in a long and unsuccessful series of such 
volumes, sold better than any of the others. This 
is Israel sold more than 30,000 copies. A year ago, 
another such book, by Irwin Shaw and Robert 
Capa, both influential names in the book trade, 
was a resounding failure. Report On Israel, in 
two editions, one paper-covered, the other trade, 
sold some 8,000 copies in all, most of them in the 
cheaper edition. Other picture books on Israel, 
many of them by writers like Pierre Van Paassen 
and by perceptive photographers like Herbert 
Sonnenfeld, were resounding flops. But Meyer 
Levin’s If I Forget Thee, a picture-and-text book 
based on his novel, My Father’s House, did sell 
some 30,000 copies. 

A few years back, some of the books on Israel 
were national best-sellers. Bartley Crum’s Be- 
hind the Silken Curtain, sold more than 100,000 
copies; Robert St. John’s Shalom Means Peace 
attained a respectable figure of 22,425 and, 
naturally, Chaim Weizmann’s autobiography, 
Trial and Error sold well. Harper’s informed me 
that the firm sold 40,000, and the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society had a printing of 9,500 of Trial 
and Error; according to Jewish Book Guild fig- 
ures that club distributed another 6,000. The 
big book of the past year has been Ambassador 
James MacDonald’s My Mission in Palestine, 
which has scarcely gone beyond 25,000. While 
St. John’s book went well, Kenneth Bilby’s vol- 
ume, New Star in the Near East, sold a pitiful 
4,100. It should again be stressed that St. John 
lectured before many groups, while Bilby did 
not. MacDonald, for that matter, had a greater 
opportunity than practically any other person 
who wrote a book on Israel to bring it to the at- 
tention of the Zionist audience, for he speaks 
regularly before Bond drive groups and has ap- 
peared on many radio and television programs. 
With all that, the 25,000 is disappointing. 
Thomas Sugrue, author of Watch for the Morn- 
ing, found that Jewish readers did not break 
down the stalls in the bookstores for his volume, 
lyrical and sensitive though it was. It sold some 
5,460 copies. The Revolt, by Menachem Begin, 
former commander of Irgun, who one would 
imagine, should interest large numbers of read- 
ers, sold 2,500 copies in the trade, 2,000 through 
the Jewish Book Guild and 1,000 through the 
Shelach organization. 

Even where the reputation of the writer was 
well-known to Jewish audiences, the product of 
the particular writer sold only passingly well. 
John Roy Carlson, famous for Under Cover and 
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other exciting volumes, recently published Cairo 
to Damascus. It was widely reviewed yet sold 
only 13,000 copies. 


THER BOOKS on Israel and Zionism had the 

kind of sales which make no money for pub- 
lisher or author and cause much distress to the 
latter. I have before me a list of eight titles, 
whose average sale was about 2,000 copies. Moshe 
Pearlman’s The Army of Israel and Paul Steiner’s 
Israel Laughs, sold 2,000 each; Daniel Spice- 
handler’s Let My Right Hand Wither, 2,500, 
which includes Jewish Book Guild sales. Lawrence 
Resner’s Eternal Stranger will probably be in the 
same category, although it is still too early to 
tell for the book is still current. Daniel Frisch’s 
On the Road to Zion and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver’s 
Vision and Victory, both published by the Zion- 
ist Organization of America, had runs of 2,000 
and 3-000 respectively. Joseph Dunner’s The 
Republic of Israel sold 3,037 trade copies and, 
Dr. Dunner says, 2,500 through the Jewish Book 
Guild. The Guild director’s figure on the volume 
was 2,000. This is mentioned in order to show 
that it is sometimes difficult to ascertain the exact 
figure of a book’s sale. 

J. C. Hurewitz’s The Struggle for Palestine, 
published by W. W. Norton, was acclaimed by 
many important reviewers as one of the finest 
scholarly works on Palestine. It sold 939 copies; 
1,000 copies more were remaindered “at a very 
reduced rate to one of the larger remainder 
houses,” according to Eugene P. Healy, sales 
manager of W. W. Norton. And in a little note, 
which is significant if one realizes that many 
general publishing firms continue to believe that 
the potential audience for such books is large be- 
cause of the many active Zionist organizations, 
Mr. Healy wrote: “As you can see, the Zionist 
organizations in the United States did very little 
to help us put this authoritative book across.” 

In the field of creative Jewish writing relating 
to the yearning for Zion, the story is not much 
happier. Koestler’s Thieves in the Night, even at 
the 80,000 figure, which was made public some 
years ago and is by now dated, has been the best- 
seller by far in this field. Meyer Levin’s My 
Father’s House, at 9,050, plus 2,000 sold by the 
Jewish Book Guild, did far better a few years ago 
than Zelda Popkin’s novel Quiet Street, which 
sold about half that of the Levin book. Murray 
Gitlin’s The Embarkation, together with a 2,500 
sale through the Guild, attained a total sale of 
5,500, quite respectable for any first novel. But 
David Maletz’s Young Hearts, a translation 
from the Hebrew of a popular novel on Kibbutz 
life originally published before the creation of 
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Israel, sold only 2,000 copies. A. M. Klein’s The 
Second Scroll, which has had the benefit of rave 
reviews in Commentary, in The Nation and in 
other influential periodicals and an article in the 
Jewish Frontier by Maurice Samuel, has sold 
only 4,000 copies. One novel, a fine one that was 
widely and favorable reviewed, sold fewer than 
900 copies and an official at the publishing 
house responsible for the book asked me to dis- 
guise the author and his book because the facts, 
if publicized, may harm the future writing 
career of the novelist—in spite of the fact that 
the book was certainly. worthy of publication 
and the author is a man of real talent. 

Thomas Yoseloff: director of the Jewish Book 
Guild and a man of wide publishing experience, 
supplied me with all the statistics I sought, and 
added, “On the whole, I can say that sale of 
books dealing with Israel is not good today. In 
spite of the great interest in Israel among Ameri- 
can Jews, this interest apparently does not extend 
to the purchase of books.” His own figures reveal 
that the earlier books on Israel, going as far back 
as Ira Hirschmann’s Lifeline to a Promised Land 
and Jabotinsky’s Story of the Jewish Legion, 
sold twice as well as the later ones. 

The answers to some of the questions raised 
at the outset of this paper may now be supplied. 
Books in 1951 and 1950 did not do as well as 
earlier books on Israel and Zionism. The “name” 
authors, too, have suffered. It is curious to note 
that the common belief that Jews would sooner 
buy a book on Israel, or on any Jewish theme, by 
a Gentile than by a Jew has been proved ground- 
less. The facts do not substantiate this theory, 
Bilby, Sugrue, Carlson and others did no better 
than the Jewish writers. Zionism in fiction was 
not an attraction to those who read fiction, 
which may mean that future volumes written in 
Israel and in Hebrew, which merit translation 
into English, will suffer if for no other reason 
than that those few novels which have appeared 
in this country on the theme of Zion have not 
won large audiences. 

Picture books. are death to publishers because 
readers are indifferent to them. Whether a more 
widely-conceived picture-and-text book on the 
history of the Jewish people, now being compiled 
by anthologist Nathan Ausubel, will succeed 
remains to be seen. Are there changing tides of 
interest among Jews in regard to Israel as re- 
flected in these book sales? Yes, the interest ap- 
pears to be diminishing. As previously noted, it 
may be that the Jewish public has been subjected 
to too much propaganda on Israel. Though India 
which has not competed with Israel for interest 
in America, although there are many who would 
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state that the creation of India is a greater 
event than the establishment of Israel, has not 
fared any better. 

What of the publishers? They continue to 
publish. Many books have been excluded here 
(Rufus Learsi’s Fulfilment:The Epic Story of 
Zionism; Hal Lehrman’s Israel: The Beginning 
and Tomorow) because they were published too 
recently for sales figures to be available on them. 
Others are due. Why? Publishers are optimists 
and are also ignorant of past performances of 
their competitors’ books. They often cuddle and 
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nurse their own sales figures so that publisher X 
does not know how Publisher Y’s “Israel book” 
has done. Authors continue to write what they 
must, regardless of sales, finances, etc. In this 
there lies hope. There is further hope aroused in 
writers’ breasts that in the mountain of books on 
Israel there is not, according to many authors, 
to some publishers and, possibly, to many readers, 
the “one” book on Israel which will tell the en- 
tire story. It is this thread of hope which touches, 
if ever so lightly, those who create, those who 
publish and those chosen few who buy. 


THE ARABA 


by Chai 


[ss4e Is THE ONLY Asian country that has 
natural outlets both to the Mediterranean 
and, via the Red Sea, to the Indian Ocean. Egypt 
(which is not an Asiatic country), and Israel 
are the only countries to border on both of 
those great seas. Israel’s future in the family 
of Asiatic nations will largely be determined 
by that fact, and the future of Eilat in particu- 
lar, Israel’s Red Sea port, will be dependent on 
the development and the exploitation of the 
“Araba Road,” which connects the Mediter- 
ranean with the Red Sea exactly as the Suez 
Canal does on the other side of the Sinai penin- 
sula. The Araba is thus a kind of terrestrial Suez 
Canal corresponding to the maritime one. 

The Araba is the continuation of the rift of 
the Jordan Valley, which in the Dead Sea reaches 
the lowest point below sea level on the sur- 
face of the earth. It extends for 170 kilometers 
from the Biblical Sodom at the southern end 
of the Dead Sea to Eilat at the head of the 
Gulf of Akaba. It rises gradually from the 
Dead Sea to sea level, which it reaches about 
one-third of the way to Eilat. Its average width 
is about 17 kilometers, and it is encircled on 
the west by the rising hill country of the Negev, 
and in the east by the mountains of Edom 
in the Kingdom of Jordan. The present 
frontier between Israel and Jordan cuts the 
Araba into more or less equal halves, the armis- 
tice agreement providing that the frontier 
should follow the lowest points of the valley. 
At its northern end there are the Potash Works 
at Sodom, which are to resume operation next 
year, and to which a new, more direct road 
from Beersheba is now being built. At its south- 
ern end the port at Eilat has its mercantile and 
fishing future. The prospects for the latter, in 
particular, are believed to be very good, once 
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political conditions permit Israel’s fishing boats 
to engage in deep sea fishing; at present their 
operations are confined more or less to the shal- 
low waters near the coast. Even now a consider- 
able part of Israel’s fish consumption, which is 
particularly high because of the meat shortage, 
comes from Eilat. The mercantile future of the 
port will, of course, depend on the development 
of Israel’s commercial relations with the coun- 
tries of Asia and on the transformation of the 
Eilat Road into a suitable artery of transporta- 
tion. Plans for the building of an Araba rail- 
way are rumored. 


[F ONE TriEs thus to envisage the future de- 

velopment of the Araba, one gets a fairly 
clear picture of its northern and southern ends. 
The northern end around Sodom will no doubt 
be an industrial center, based on the practically 
inexhaustible mineral resources of the Dead Sea, 
from which, during World War II, about 80 
per cent of the bromide requirements of the 
British Empire were supplied. The southern 
end has its development prescribed by the exist- 
ence of the port of Eilat. It is only natural that 
the attention of the public should be concen- 
trated on the striking possibilities of Sodom and 
Eilat, and it is also understandable that Israelis 
and tourists alike, who fly for a few hours’ visit 
from Lydda to Eilat, should tend to forget that 
Eilat and even Sodom are not the Araba, just as 
Tel-Aviv is not Israel and New York is not 
the United States. There is a stretch of about 
170 kilometers between Sodom and Eilat, and 
that stretch is, up to the present day, a more 
or less open frontier. 

Not only does the Araba road run close to 
the Jordan frontier, in some places only a few 
hundred meters from the border; the whole 
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Araba is in fact like an open flank behind which 
stretches the Negev, almost two-thirds of Israel’s 
land possessions, to the west and north-west. 

The War of Liberation convinced the people 
of Israel that, like most small nations, they must 
base their defense not on their army alone, but 
at all times on the people as a whole. Not in 
military positions, but in centers of population, 
in towns and villages, lies Israel’s ultimate se- 
curity. Every child in Israel knows that the 
Negev was retained for Israel not alone by her 
army, but mainly by the existence at that time 
of fourteen isolated settlements in the Negev, 
which withstood the Egyptian onslaught. The 
same holds true for the defense of the road to 
Jerusalem, which would have been impossible 
but for the settlements at its approaches, and 
which was made difficult enough by the fact 
’ that it had not been more densely settled. 

The Jerusalem corridor today is hardly recog- 
nizable to someone who knew it only three years 
ago. A whole chain of settlements has sprung 
up along the approaches to Jerusalem during 
the last two years, and the isolation of Jerusa- 
lem from the rest of the country has become a 
thing of the past. The same has to be done 
under the infinitely more difficult conditions of 
the Araba. 

Today Eilat is-an isolated outpost, which one 
reaches either by plane, landing on a rather 
minute airfield, or by driving for almost a full 
day from Beersheba in a jeep, a command car 
or at least a vehicle with a four-wheel drive, 
over a road strewn with stones and enveloped 
in the dust of the desert. 

Very frequently of late one reads reports in 
the newspapers of possible oil finds in the Negev, 
of phosphates that could be mined, of sulphur 
that has been found, of mineral riches yet un- 
tapped. There is no doubt that many of these 
reports will prove true, although they may be 
premature today. But there is also no doubt 
that the whole industrial development in the 
Negev, which is to be based on its mineral re- 
sources, will be constantly in jeopardy if the 
Araba is not settled—and, by settlement, trans- 
formed into a bastion to guard the industrial 
hinterland. 

In almost all the reports of the numerous 
Commissions of Inquiry which have visited the 
country during the thirty years preceding the 
establishment of Israel, the Araba was written 
off completely as a possible area of coloniza- 
tion. Some of the Commission$ did, though re- 
luctantly, agree to the Jewish contention that 
the Negev could be colonized, some of them 
did not deny that there might be mineral de- 
posits, and some could not altogether escape the 
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fact that the numerous ruins of once flourishing 
Roman and Nabataean cities in the Negev and 
of old water works and: terraces did prove that 


the Negev was once fairly densely populated by 


peoples who had less technical resources at their 
disposal than we have. But even those Commis- 
sions which admitted the latent possibilities of 
the Negev were unanimous in stating that the 
Araba was an arid country with no chance of 
development whatsoever. The experts pointed 
out that practically no remains of ancient settle- 
ment had been found in the Araba. King Solo- 
mon‘s famous copper mines in the southern area 
of the Araba did not yield any quantities of 
copper commercially usable today. The mines 
did not show that the great King had succeeded 
in establishing around them a settled population; 
he had probably worked the mines with slave 
labor, housed in temporary camps. The name 
of Sodom, it was pointed out, had since Biblical 
times been almost synonymous with hopeless 
aridity. No water had ever been found in the 
Araba, and the whole area had an annual rain- 
fall of only about 70 mm. at Sodom, falling 
to near 40 mm. at Eilat, which has only about 
10 days of rain during the year. 


THE Jews, as always, begged to differ from 

this pessimistic outlook. In innumerable 
mernoranda to the innumerable Commissions, 
they pointed out that the swamps of the Valley 
of Jezreel had also been declared non-cultivable, 
and yet had been drained and converted into 
the most fertile area of the whole country. They 
recalled the dictum of one of the British ex- 
perts sent out by the Colonial Office to investi- 
gate the “absorptive capacity” of the country, 
according to whom there was no longer “room 
to swing a cat” in Palestine in 1935, and that 
nevertheless tens of thousands had immigrated 
and been absorbed since. In his famous descrip- 
tion of the conquest of Palestine by the British 
forces in World War I, the late Field Marshal 
Wavell quoted the official military handbook of 
Palestine of that period as telling General Allen- 
by and his officers that “nothing is known of 
the climate (of the Jordan Valley) in summer- 
time, since no civilized human being has yet 
been found to spend summer there.” (The 
Arabs of Jericho were apparently not considered 
“civilized” by their British allies.) Since then 
the northefn part of the Jordan Valley has been 
colonized. It has today a population of over 
thirty thousand, almost double what it was in 
1948, which will again increase manifold once 
the Huleh drainage project is completed. Since 
then Jewish workers in the hundreds lived and 
worked for years, until the partition of the 
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country, at the Potash Works at the northern 
end of the Dead Sea. In the first years after the 
establishment of the Potash Works the workers’ 
families lived in Jerusalem, because it was not 
considered desirable to expose women and chil- 
dren to the heat below sea level; later it was dis- 
covered that children throve there as they did 
everywhere else, and the families moved to the 
Dead Sea. 

Today the Jews no longer have to plead with 
Commissions of Inquiry. They are masters in 
their own part of the Araba, and it is up to 
them to show what can be done there. 

So far they have shown one thing: that there 
is water in the Araba. Sweet water sources have 
been found fairly near the surface and are al- 
ready being utilized for the agricultural experi- 
ments now going on in various parts of that 
frontier valley. 

For the first time in the history of Zionist 
colonization, however, the Jews are learning 


that water is not all. Up to now their main 


concern has always been either with finding 
water or with draining swamps. The most am- 
bitious scheme for the development of the 
country, the Lowdermilk plan for a Jordan 
Valley Authority, is based mainly on the harness- 
ing of water resources and the transfer of water 
from areas where it is abundant to areas where 
it is lacking. In the Araba the beginning of Jew- 
ish agricultural colonization has come up against 
difficulties which are not to be resolved by water 
alone. A few examples might illustrate the kind 
of problems that have to be faced. 

At Ein Yahab, one of the experimental sta- 
tions, the area was irrigated with perfectly good 
and sweet water discovered nearby, and the 
blessing that comes from irrigation was expected 
as a matter of course. However, it turned out 
that the particular soil of Ein Yahab (if soil it 
can be called) was turning into a hard crust 
the moment it had been watered. The crust 
was so hard that it did not allow the seedlings 
to break through to the sun;.they were in fact 
suffocated. A few kilometers from Ein Yahab, 
at another experimental station, nothing of that 
kind has happened, and the instructors and 
scientists working in the Araba have now to 
find out what causes the formation of that crust 
in that particular spot, what can be done to 
prevent it and in what other places in the Araba 
it might occur. 

All over Israel the eucalyptus tree has been 
planted successfully as a fast-growing wind- 
break, and it was therefore also planted in Beer 
Ora, a camp of the Gadna (the Army’s Youth 
Battalions) which is combined with an experi- 
mental farm. The eucylptus trees were growing 
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well up to a height of one meter, and then sud- 
denly dried up. The reason is probably that 
their roots, on reaching deeper, came to a saline 
layer which caused them to die. Now other 
windbreaks with less deep-reaching roots will 
have to be found. 

Here is another example: For many years Jew- 
ish farmers have been used to the great damage 
caused by the Arab methods of grazing, and 
especially by the two animals which have been 
the mainstay of Arab husbandry—the camel and 
the goat. It is known that the deforestation of 
the country is, at least partly, due to trees hav- 
ing been destroyed by the nibbling of these two 
animals. The few trees left in the Araba are 
typical; they are mainly a kind of Acacia which 
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develops no foliage near the ground, but bran- 
ches out in a wide umbrella-like crown. Some 
scientists believe that the particular form of 
these trees is the result of adaptation to what 
might be termed their “occupational hazards.” 
They molded themselves into a form of growth 
where their branches were removed from the 
reach of goat and camel. The Araba being prac- 
tically empty today, the settlers have no longer 
to contend with that problem. Instead they 
have found birds the greatest enemy of their 
crops. At Beer Ora as many as six Gadna boys 
had to stand watch with shotguns for twenty- 
four hours a day in order to protect the very 
small area of the experimental crops from utter 
destruction by the birds, which, unaccustomed 
for generations to find anything edible in the 
Araba, started a large.scale “illegal immigration” 
the moment the first crops were planted there. 
Now scientists of the Haifa Technion have de- 
veloped a scarecrow consisting of a heavy metal 
plate, which, operated by electrical impulses, 
falls down every few seconds with a considerable 
noise and outwits the birds by emitting in its 
fall a different sound every minute or so. 


ONE Basic FACT stands out to every observer 

in the Araba, namely, that the experience 
of 40 and more years of Zionist colonization in 
Israel cannot be applied unmodified to this re- 
gion. The methods which proved so efficacious 
in other parts of the country cannot be “copied.” 
The soil and climate of the Araba are different 
from everything Israelis have known before; 
they do not yet know what kinds of plants and 
crops will be suited to the Araba, and whether 
the breed of cattle which has proven a splendid 
milk giver in the Valley of Yizre’el will stand 
up to the climate of the Araba. Once more they 
are standing, as at the beginning of their colo- 
nization, in an unknown country, under un- 
known and untried conditions. The task of the 
first settlers in the Araba is in many respects not 
easier than was that of the first pioneers in 
Sharon, in the Yizre’el Valley or even in the 
northern sector of the Jordan Valley. 

There are in the Araba today about four or 
five experimental farms engaged in these ac- 
tivities. They are not yet composed of groups 
of settlers who intend to remain there for good. 
The areas they cultivate are still very small. The 
time for large-scale and permanent settlement 
has not yet come, and the period of experimen- 
tation cannot be shortened. These experimental 
farms have to go through the whole cycle 
of all the seasons, and probably through several 
such year-long cycles, in order to deter- 
mine what kinds of vegetables can be grown 
in the locality, what trees are suitable for 





planting, what breed of cattle will thrive. In 
consequence of their labors they have so far 
found out three very important things: first, as 
already mentioned, that there is water in the 
Araba; second, that things can be grown there; 
third, that the real task in the Araba is to create 
soil. 

In the Araba they are not dealing with what 
was formerly good soil, which has been covered 
by swamps that have to be drained, or which 
has been tired out by the lack of crop rotation, 
or which has been eroded and could be restored 
by afforestation. The Araba is in fact almost 
wholly sterile. There is no top soil that could 
be restored to fertility. The soil will have to be 
created in a long process of work. These facts 
occasionally confront the settlers with some 
vicious circles. They cannot, for instance, have 
natural fertilizer as long as they have no cattle 
and they cannot have cattle as long as they have 
not, at least, a minimum area of grazing. That 
is one of the many vicious circles of desolation 
that will have to be broken. 

No survey of the latent possibilities as well 
as of the difficulties of farming in the Araba 
can omit to mention at least the problem created 
by the saline contents of the soil. These contents 
vary greatly in the Araba: at Evrona, for in- 
stance, it is only 1 per cent; at other places it 
is 2s high as 17 per cent. The settlers of Evrona 
drink their slightly saline water without experi- 
encing any ill-effects other than slight attacks 
of diarrhoea during the period of acclimatiza- 
tion. At Beer Ora the same water has been used 
for irrigation of a newly planted tamarisk grove, 
and 80 per cent of the trees have taken root and 
are growing. Ultimately, however, a large por- 
tion of the Araba’s soil will have to be “washed 
out.” The Araba experts contend that that can 
be done, especially in view of the fact that there 
is no capillaric activity in the soil, that is to say, 
that the salt will not rise again to the upper 
layer once it has been rinsed thoroughly and to 
sufficient depth. 


N THE LAST ANALYsIs, however, the future of 
the Araba will depend not on any technical, 
scientific or financial means, important as these 
are, but on the people who do the work. Ié 
they show the same stamina, the same persever- 
ance and the same ingenuity as did their prede- 
cessors of a generation ago in the Yizre’el Valley 
or even of five and ten years ago in the Western 
parts of the Negev they will succeed and Israel’s 
Suez Canal, her largest frontier, will be secure. 
A journey to the Araba today is like a journey 
to Eretz Israel of years gone by. However much 
the face of the country might have changed by 
immigration, in the Araba one finds again the 
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spirit of Halutziut which has brought Israel 
thus far. Special mention may be made of two 
groups of people who, under the guidance of 
experienced instructors, are working in this re- 
gion. One consists of the Youth Battalions of 
the Army, the Gadna, and the other of mem- 
bers of Shachal (Sherut Halutzi Leumi—Na- 
tional Pioneering Service), an organization 
formed by young adherents of the Israel Labor 
Party, who volunteer for a period of two years 
for pioneering work over and above their two 
years of compulsory army service. 


New immigrants are few and far between. 
They are to be found in considerable numbers 
in the northern approaches to the Araba, in the 
nucleus of a town, Tel-Yerucham, about 30 
miles south-east of Beersheba, on the present 
road into the Araba. They are to be found 
among the workers who are building the new 
Potash Road, which will shorten the distance 
to Sodom by about 30 kilometers. One finds 
quite a number of them in Eilat at the southern 
end, but in the Araba proper, that is in agri- 
cultural settlements, there are hardly a dozen 
or two. At the one experimental farm where 
new immigrants are working, at Ein Yahab, they 
are considered by the instructors to be good 
workers, whether they came from Morocco or 
from Eastern Europe, and they have been able 
to live and work together. However, new im- 
migrants are so far only a very small and fluc- 
tuating population in the Araba itself. They go 
there to work for the pay they receive, and re- 
turn northward to easier conditions as soon as 
they can. If one asks those who are working 
there now how they came to Ein Yahab at all, 
they will point, without exception, to one over- 
riding reason: they wanted some space. The 
pay they receive at Ein Yahab is not higher 
than that which they would have gotten in 
town or in agricultural work elsewhere. But 
instead of living three to five persons in a room 
or hut in or near the towns, they prefer to have 
a tent for themselves or to share it with, at the 
most, one other person. (A few married couples, 
too, have come to Ein Yahab). 


When the broad stream of new immigrants 
will finally reach the Araba, the major part of 
the experimental work will be over, so that safe 
and definite instructions can be given to them. 
Both the face and the social climate of the 
Araba will then change. The quest for more 
space which has brought the first new immi- 
grants temporarily into the Araba should not be 
disregarded as ephemeral. It is a healthy motive 
which has brought pioneers and settlers to other 
empty spaces of the world. 
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Topay THE sociaL climate of the Araba is still 
that of Eretz Israel of years gone by. The 
most important experiment both from the 
point of view of farming and education is 
probably the Gadna camp at Beer Ora. To that 
camp, boys from the secondary schools in the 
towns are brought for a two weeks’ intensive 
course. They live there under strict military 
discipline and work six hours a day under the 
guidance of agricultural instructors. Their ex- 
cursions lead them throughout the length and 
breadth of the Araba on foot, and are devoted 
not only to training, but also to the collection 
of everything dead or alive found in the Araba, 
from stones to plants, from birds to reptiles. 
Their collections have greatly contributed to the 
knowledge of the region. From them more has 
been learned than was ever known before about 
plants that are native to the locality and may 
therefore be cultivated there successfully. Geo- 
logists say that the Gadua youngsters are their 
best field workers. The agricultural instructors 
point to the green oasis they have created with- 
in less than two years and say: “that has been 
done by the youngsters.” To be sure, only the 
labor, and not the knowledgeable initiative has 
been provided by them. It is not they who 
started the large scale experiment in hydroponics 
the first products of which—tomatoes, radishes, 
cucumbers, onions and beets—were eaten with 
relish, and whose tanks are now yielding about 
five times as much as an equal acreage under 
conservative vegetable farming would have pro- 
duced. It is not they who invented (but it is 
they who have built) the “maize cupboard” 
wherein maize is grown ready for consumption 
in the chicken coop within nine days. The cup- 
board consists of several drawers one above the 
other into which the maize seedlings are put on 
layers of earth. A continuous stream of water 
drops is made to sprinkle the drawers day and 
night. For seven days the seedlings grow in com- 
plete darkness and in the humid atmosphere 
created by the water drops inside the closed 
cupboard. Then the drawers are taken outside 
and put for two days into the sun. Under this 
treatment the maize grows within nine days 
to a height of 20 centimeter, just right for 
chicken feed. 
When I last travelled through the Araba, 
I had with me as driver a new immigrant from 
Poland who had arrived only six months earlier. 
He was completely unimpressed by everything 
he saw, was constantly grumbling about the heat 
and worrying about what the wretched rocd 
would do to the springs of his vehicle. Several 
times he asked me: “And in order to see all 
that rock and sand you have to travel all that 
distance?” At Beer Ora I showed him the to- 
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matoes growing in the hydroponic water tanks, 
the maize growing in the humid dark of the 
cupboard, trees growing although they were ir- 
rigated by slightly salty water, and the electrical 
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scarecrow invented by the scientists of the 
Technion. He shrugged his shoulders and said, 
“They are cheating the birds, the earth and the 
tomatoes—Yiddishe kunzn (Jewish tricks) .” 


Knut Hamsun Versus Society 
by Alfred Werner 


N THE FALL OF 1888 a would-be-author en- 

tered the offices of Copenhagen’s Politiken, 
foremost liberal paper of Denmark. Close to 
thirty, tall and broad-shouldered, the stranger 
looked frighteningly emaciated, as though he had 
been starving for months. His clothes were tat- 
tered and dirty, his movements awkward, yet 
the editor, Edvard Brandes, was quick to notice 
something fascinating in the tramp’s pale, trem- 
bling face. The visitor left a bundle of manu- 
scripts on the desk and disappeared. Brandes, 
a noted critic, and a brother of Denmark’s most 
famous historian of literature, began to read the 
manuscript, which was a fragment of a novel. 
When he had finished, he did two things: first 
he mailed a sum of money to the address the 
author had given him. Then he dispatched the 
manuscript to a colleague who was in charge of 
a literary magazine, and enthusiastically recom- 
mended to him this work by a total stranger. 
When this fragment of Hunger, by Knut Ham- 
sun, appeared, it caused a sensation, and opened 
for the penniless Norwegian writer the door to 
wealth and world fame. 

Sixty years later Hamsun put the finishing 
touches to what was to be his last work. It was 
not a work of fiction, and the old man knew 
that not many people would be anxious to read 
it. In 1948 he was more isolated from his com- 
patriots that he had ever been in his worst years 
of struggle and starvation. Writers sometimes 
grow stale in their old age, but Hamsun’s hand 
had not lost its cunning, his prose was as terse 
as it had ever been. To his fellow-countrymen, 
however, who had looked askance at Hamsun’s 
flirtations with Nazi ideology as far back as 
1933, he had become a dead man the moment 
he openly began to support. the German enemy 
in 1940, in Norway’s darkest hour. 

It is probable that Hamsun’s last work, Paa 
Gjengrodde Stier (On Overgrown Paths) will 
never be translated into English, and the mil- 
lions of Hamsun fans in the English-speaking 
countries who may not even know of their idol’s 
politcal transgressions, need not regret being 
unable to read the master’s final utterances. Pub- 
lished in Oslo in 1949, the book is an attempt 


to justify Hamsun’s collaboration with the Nazis 
in 1940-45. Realizing that the best defense is 
attack, the old man arrogantly and hypocriti- 
cally assails the Norwegian government for 
having kept him in hospitals, psychiatric clinics, 
and homes for the aged for three precious years. 
Instead of thanking his government for treating 
him with kid-gloves while Vidkun Quisling was 
put before a firing squad, Hamsun turned the 
tables, and charged the police officers, judges, 
and psychiatrists with having been impudently 
cruel to him, an “innocent old man.” Had he 
ever spoken out against the Jews? God forbid, 
no: “I have too many good friends among 
them.”* Had he heard of the atrocities com- 
mitted by the Nazis in Norway? No, he had 
not—except for a few notes about them he had 
read in the papers after the war. He had never 
been a member of the Nazi party, never partici- 
pated in any meetings, nor in black market op- 
erations. He admitted, casually, that some of 
the things he had read in Nazi journals might 
have crept into his writings. In any case, what 
was wrong with the Nazis? They had promised 
Norway a high position in a Teutonic Europe, 
and he had appealed to his countrymen to stop 
their stupid resistance to the Nazis merely be- 
cause he wished to avoid unnecessary bloodshed. 

Apparently, even some of Hamsun’s com- 
patriots had been strangely unaware of his real 
weltanschauung. When, in the spring of 1940, 
the rumor of Hamsun’s treason spread to the 
Western world, Norway’s Minister in Washing- 
ton, Wilhelm Munthe de Morgenstierne, at first 
tried to dismiss it as absurd; later he sadly de- 
clared: “I am inclined to credit it to a very old 
man’s tiredness and anguish.” It is a fact, how- 
ever, that the Nazi ideology had found followers 
in the Hamsun clan long before. In 1932 a 
German-Czech journalist who visited the family, 
was shocked to learn that Hans Grimm’s Volk 
ohne Raum, a Nazi primer second in importance 
only to Mein Kampf, was one of the Hamsun 





* In Hamsun’s novels and dramas there are no anti-Jewish 
utterances. In fact, his novel August contains a sympathetic 
portrayal of a Jewish peddler. In newspaper articles, however, 
Hamsun made unfriendly remarks about the Jews as luft- 
menschen instead of tillers of the soil. 
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girls’ favorite books. In 1935 some of the world’s 
leading men and women urged the Stockholm 
Nobel Prize Committee to award its Peace Prize 
to Carl von Ossietzky, the pacifist who was then 
languishing in the Papenburg Concentration 
Camp (it was actually awarded to him a year 
later). Hamsun thereupon attacked Ossietzky 
in Norwegian papers, branding him as a “traitor 
who deserves his fate, for he fails to comprehend 
the new spirit of his country.” The Nazis showed 
their. gratitude: Rosenberg’s Reichsstelle fuer 
Foerderung des deutschen Schrifttums singled 
out Hamsun’s Growth of the Soil, recommend- 
ing it as the only major non-German work of 
fiction which could be considered a “must” for 
Nazi libraries. 


N ApRIL 9, 1940, the Nazis invaded Norway, 
and for five years the Norwegians waged 

a relentless underground fight against the con- 
querors. The record of Norway’s writers is al- 
most spotless. Some authors, like Sigrid Undset, 
Nordahl Grieg, and Helge Krog, fled abroad to 
continue their battle. Eyvind Berggrav, who was 
also Oslo’s bishop, showed great courage in re- 
sisting the Nazis; the life of Arnulf Oeverland, 
whose poem, We Shall Survive, became the an- 
them of Norwegian resistance, ended in a con- 
centration camp. Hamsun was one of the few 
intellectuals to bow to the new “Foerer” of 
Norway, Vidkun Quisling, and his master, 
Reichskommissar Joseph Terboven. He issued a 
manifesto which began: “Norwegians! Throw 
away your rifles and return home. The Germans 
are fighting for us and now are crushing Eng- 
land’s tyranny over us and all neutrals.” Carl 
Joachim Hambro, the speaker of the Storting, 
who had admonished the Norwegians to increase 
their resistance to the Germans, Hamsun dis- 
missed as a the son of immigrants and therefore 
not representative of the population because he 
lacked a “Norwegian soul”—a reference to the 
fact that Hambro was descended from an or- 
thodox Danish-Jewish family. Hamsun con- 
tributed frequently to the Quisling press, and 
in 1943 even visited Hitler at his headquarters. 
Learning of the Fuehrer’s death, he said in April, 
1945: “I am not worthy to speak loud words of 
Adolf Hitler, since his life and his work present 
no opportunity for sentimentalities. He was a 
fighter for humanity and it was his mission to 
proclaim the Gospel of Rights for every nation.” 
Unfortunately for the Hamsuns, the collapse 
of the Third Reich followed this obituary in a 
few days. Marie Hamsun, the novelist’s wife 
who shared his Nazi views and herself an author 
of children’s books, was quickly sent to jail, as 
were her sons. But Knut Hamsun was treated 
with great consideration. To avoid sending him 
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to jail, the treason charge was dropped; to make 
this possible, the psychiatrists wrote, contrary to 
evidence, that the accused was suffering from 
“mental deficiencies brought on by old age.” 
Hamsun did not get off scot free, however; he 
was tried before a jury of his neighbors in Grim- 
stad. There the Government sued him for 
$100,000 damages caused by his pro-Nazi writ- 
ings. Eventually, he was fined $65,000. During 
this trial he showed no humility and no regret 
for what he had done. Instead, he used the dock 
as a rostrum from which to proclaim his patho- 
logical hatred of England and his unbounded 
admiration for Germany; for the last time he 
expressed his regret that a Teutonic Europe 
under German hegemony had not come into 
being. Disdainfully he prophesied: “In a hun- 
dred years all of you judges will be forgotten, 
your names will be wiped out from memory.” 


Bvt vesrite the relatively light sentence, Ham- 

sun could make no mistakes about how his 
fellow-Norwegians felt about him. To register 
their contempt for him, they had removed all 
copies of his books from their libraries and mailed 
them back to him without a word of explana- 
tion (many of his former admirers left the 
empty spaces in their shelves so as not to forget). 
The little post office in Grimstad was so swamped 
that several extra helpers had to be hired to 
handle the flood of dog-eared books which 
poured in every day. At a public auction in 
war-time Oslo a complete twenty-volume first 
edition of his works, autographed and bound 
in full morocco, was acquired by a woman for 
a sum equivalent to 25 cents. She promptly 
mailed the whole set back to the author. In 
1945, learning that Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
planned to*use the novel Victoria for a movie, 
the Norwegian Embassy in Washington protest- 
ed so strongly that the plan was abandoned. So 
great was the Norwegians’ scorn that when Ham- 
sun died in February, 1952, at the age of 92, 
the papers completely ignored his death. 

Yet, after all the foregoing has been noted, 
there remains the fact that Hamsun was one 
of the foremost novelists in the 1890-1930 era. 
This is not the place to evaluate Hamsun’s lit- 
erary importance, nor his influence upon the 
literatures of all nations, including Hebrew lit- 
erature. We might, however, inquire why a man 
of his great gifts succumbed to Nazism while 
nearly all other Scandinavian writers remained 
immune to it. A careful re-reading of his works 
discloses germs of an authoritarian philosophy 
scattered throughout his sixty-years’ output, 
proto-Fascist tendencies predating Fascism by 
decades. A few discerning critics actually dis- 
covered these symptoms as far back as 1900, 
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though they were unable to diagnose them 
correctly. 

Hamsun never got over the trauma of his 
adolescence and early manhood. An acrid bitter- 
ness toward organized society and an inability 
to conform to its standards developed in young 
Hamsun who was not able to make a go of it, 
whether as a postal clerk, peddler, salesman, shoe 
maker’s apprentice, or highway laborer. In his 
native Norway he experienced the abyss of suf- 
fering, the delirium of hunger; as a lumpen- 
proletarian, a hobo, shifting from place to place, 
he acquired as a defense mechanism a feeling 
of superiority coupled with that fierce rejection 
of society often found in social misfits. 

_ Twice he emigrated to the United States, and 
twice he returned bankrupt and disgusted, blam- 
ing his ills entirely on unappreciative, uncivi- 
lized America. Halvdan Koht, who as Norway’s 
foreign minister received and rejected Ger- 
many’s ultimatum in 1940, devotes several pages 
to Hamsun’s pathological inability to grasp the 
spirit of the U. S. in his volume The American 
Spirit in Europe. The future author of Pan 
fully misjudged Walt Whitman. (“His style is 
not English, it belongs to no civilized language. 
. .. | have never found his equal in the art of 
speaking much and saying nothing.” ) Hamsun, 
who never saw England, carelessly lumped 
Englishmen and Americans together, regarding 
both countries as corrupt and evil plutocracies. 
If, prior to World War I, Hamsun expressed 
the wish to see Britain punished by Germany’s 
strong sword (cf. his novel, The Last Joy), and 
if in the thirties and forties he made anti-British 
statements reminiscent of Ezra Pound, his 
Anglo-phobia can be traced to the years he had 
once spent in America: “From his point of 
view,” Professor Koht explains, “it was quite 
natural to include the English nation in his con- 
demnation of modern development, and to aver 
that the Anglo-Saxons were spreading the germs 
of degeneration and vice that would one day 
carry them to their doom.” 


UNuike Maxim Gorki or Martin Andersen 

Nexoe, Hamsun was not led by poverty into 
the Marxist camp. Some weird disposition of 
his mind made him gravitate toward the opposite 
pole. As a young man on his way to fame, Ham- 
sun savagely attacked Ibsen and Bjoernson be- 
cause of their emphasis on social reforms. A 
few misguided Socialist reviewers nevertheless 
claimed Hamsun for the Left by misinterpreting 
his critical attitude towards society. Flaubert 
once coined the slogan: “The beginning of virtue 
is to hate the bourgeoisie.” But hatred per se is 
unproductive, and if any social philosophy can 
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be deduced from Hamsun’s early writings, it is 
that of an iconoclast, an anarchist, or even a 
nihilist, reacting to society like a juvenile delin- 
quent with an astonishingly high I.Q. 


The heroes of his first novels are poetic vaga- 
bonds, isolated from a world for which they 
have only contempt. As though it instinctively 
knew the harmlessness of Hamsun’s shadow box- 
ing, this very bourgeois world eagerly swallowed 
these thinly disguised autobiographies. One day, 
the “tramp” Hamsun found himself the posses- 
sor of a fortune, in a position to marry and 
raise a family on a beautiful estate of his own. 
As a middle-aged gentleman farmer he dropped 
his pseudo-revolutionary flavor. Shortly before 
the first World War, his sympathies shifted from 
the “tramp” to the landowner who, in Hamsun’s 
mind, was the backbone of society. A rereading 
of his novels such as Children of the Age, with 
the hindsight knowledge of recent years in mind, 
amazes one by the striking degree in which they 
anticipate some of the theories of National So- 
cialism. According to Hamsun, the industrial 
proletariat, the clerical workers, and even most 
of the professionals are worthless and unneces- 
sary; the only “healthy” people are those who 
like the couple in Growth of the Soil go out into 
the wilderness that yields them all that they 
need. The author scoffs at banks and factories; 
after all, he remarks in August, man lives on 
three things alone: the grain of the field, the 
fish in the ocean, and the animals in the woods. 
Back to Nature! Down with Intellect! Down 
with the Industrial Revolution! A farmer who 
lives close to nature and in accordance with it 
is often wiser than a hundred professors! 

Hamsun failed to understand the mechanism 
of 20th century civilization; hence, he reverted 
to the theories of the 18th century Physiocrats 
(probably without being aware of it, for he was 
fond of boasting about his lack of erudition). 
It is not surprising that he had followers among 
the Nazi pseudo-scientists. It almost seems as 
if Walther Darré, Hitler’s minister of agricul- 
ture, had plagiarized his ideas of the creation 
of a new aristocracy from the healthy farmers’ 
stock as opposed to the “degenerate urban popu- 
lation” from Hamsun’s novels. 

Strangely, there is a certain similarity between 
Hamsun and the Tolstoy of Yasnaya Polyana 
days. Tolstoy’s ideas were “reactionary” insofar 
as they could not be reconciled with the me- 
chanical progress of the machine age, but 
stemmed from the kind heart of an aging man 
who longed to restore Christianity and to live 
wholly by its concepts. Hamsun, however, was 
a pagan not devoid of a streak of sadism. There 
is cruelty in many of the sex relations he de- 
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scribes, and cruelty in his praise of the perfect 
country squire as a man who knows precisely 
how and where to use his whip. When the ques- 
tion of the treatment of unwed mothers guilty 
of abortion was aired publicly and Hamsun’s 
opinion was asked, he snapped: “Hang them!” 
Is it possible to imagine Tolstoy answering in 
this vein? 

Hamsun may be considered the father of the 
“Blood and Soil” literature that developed in 
Germany during the Weimar Republic, until, 
with Hitler’s rise to power, it became the ac- 
cepted government-supported trend. Anyone 
who has lived in Central Europe remembers with 
considerable distaste the flood of Nazi “peasant- 
novels” demonstrating that in order to attain 
health a man had to abandon city life and start 
as a settler on a plot of waste land. Curiously, 
the most perfect novel in this genre was written, 
not by a Nazi scribbler, but by the great Ham- 
sun himself who, in his last work of fiction, 
Look Back on Happiness, tries to demonstrate 
how a frustrated school mistress is transformed 


statehood. 


BOOKS 


Not Without Partisanship 4 people which recently received 
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into a happy peasant woman, and how the soil 
triumphs over empty learning: “Nazi nordic 
moonshine at its dullest,” the New Republic 
commented on it in 1940. 

It is a sad task to “debunk” a man of Ham- 
sun’s literary merits, one who will live forever, 
it may be assumed, in such early works as Hun- 
ger, Mysteries, Pan and Victoria. But it is not 
possible to separate completely the poet from 
the man, as though one had nothing to do with 
the other. If a Louis Ferdinand Céline urges 
the slaughter of the Jews, an Ezra Pound broad- 
casts for Mussolini, and a Knut Hamsun stabs 
his countrymen in the back, one may rightly 
wonder whether the purely literary works of 
these men are as free of bacilli as some critics 
maintain. If a writer is an egomaniac, a cynic, 
a sadist, or a nihilist, he cannot entirely conceal 
the warp. The memory, of evil deeds may die 
with the evildoer’s generation. Books, however, 
have a long span of life. It is the critic’s fore- 
most task to probe their depths and find out 
whether they carry blessing or poison. 


would respect no rights of other 
nations, of black clericalism, of 








By MENDEL KOCHANSKI 


IsRAEL: THE BEGINNING AND To- 
MORROW by Hal Lehrman. Wil- 
liam Sloane Associates, New 
York. 358 pp. $3.75 


AL LEHRMAN, whose corre- 

spondences from Israel in 
Commentary attracted consider- 
able attention, has now published 
a book in which he attempts to 
make an analysis of the major eco- 
nomic, social and political prob- 
lems facing the country. In doing 
this he assumes the attitude of ab- 
solute detachment, which occa- 
sionally lapses into partisan argu- 
ment. 


The most admirable feature of 
the book is its serious approach, 
the analysis of problems rather 
than facile reportage which char- 
acterizes so many books on Israel 
published in this country since the 
establishment of the State of 
Israel. The author successfully 
avoids the pitfalls of describing 
the picturesque, the superficial as- 
pects of the Ingathering of the 
Exiles and of self-government of 


The first chapter contains an 
amusing compilation of statements 
made by both friends and foes of 
the State of Israel in the fateful 
days of May, 1948. There were 
dire predictions of total collapse 
within a few months, of ram- 
pant militaristic nationalism which 


impending communism. On the 
other hand, there was florid ora- 
tory which predicted that Israel 
would immediately become a State 
of pure holiness, an embodiment 
of the teachings of Isaiah and 
Amos. The nearly four years of 
the State’s existence demonstrated 
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Israel’s indisputable viability, and 
at the same time demolished the 
incipient halo painted by over-en- 
thusiastic friends, both Jewish and 
non-Jewish. 


In discussing controversial issues, 
Mr. Lehrman uses the device of 
presenting arguments advanced by 
both sides, without rendering an 
opinion of his own. This works 
well in most cases, but occasionally 
the arguments of one side seem to 
be curiously stronger, so that when 
the author winds up the discussion 
with a neutral “the truth as usual 
lies somewhere in between,” the in- 
escapable inference is that the “be- 
tween” is far towards one end. 


In the chapter “‘Histadrut: Bully 
or Benefactor,” which deals with 
what is probably the most contro- 
versial subject in Israel, Mr. Lehr- 
man devotes six pages to the argu- 
ments of those who consider His- 
tadrut a “bully” while the argu- 
ments of “benefactor” get only 
three pages and are followed by 
an innocent but telling remark: 
“Some outside observers regarded 
the case as persuasive, others as 
evasive.” ; 


While recognizing the past per- 
formance of Histadrut as pioneer 
and clearer of the wildernesses, Mr. 
Lehrman now sees in the coopera- 
tive economy a deterrent to the 
flow of foreign investment capital 
into the country. He admits that 
part of the blame lies in “‘a grave 
ineptitude in Israel public relations 
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on the question of Histadrut.” 
This is undoubtedly true. Stories 
of monopolistic tendencies on the 
part of Histadrut, of discrimina- 
tion against potential foreign in- 
vestors so as not to compete with 
the cooperatives, were never au- 
thoritatively refuted by the Is- 
raeli government in a way which 
would expose their shabby back- 
ground of political struggle for 
power and of frustrated attempts 
to treat Israel as a colony with 
cheap native labor where one can 
make a quick profit. Untrue as 
those charges are, they caused real 
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damage to Israel’s economy, since 
many potential investors believed 
them. 

One of the basic ills of Israel’s 
economy, and a serious discourag- 
ing factor in the field of foreign 
investments, is the low productiv- 
ity of the Israeli worker and plant. 
Mr. Lehrman quotes a report in 
the Jerusalem Post which stated 
that an increase of at least 50 
percent in production could be 
achieved: with improved methods 
of management and operations.’ 
The “productivity committees” or- 
ganized by Histadrut with the co- 
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operation of management, have 
shown some beneficial results, but 
this cooperation does not always 
work out. Israeli industrialists 
have long lived in a sellers’ para- 
dise and are therefore opposed to 
new production methods which 
usually call for substantial invest- 
ments. Most plants are antiquated, 
use obsolescent machinery and 
poor working conditions which 
naturally affect the morale and 
productivity of the worker. 


The bete noire of “Israel: The 
Beginning and Tomorrow” is gov- 
ernment red tape and “protekzia” 
(nepotism), the unhappy condi- 
tion under which one can get any- 
where with any government office 
only if he happens to know some- 
body in power. What “baksheesh,” 
bribery, was under the Turkish 
rule and later under the manda- 
tory power, “protekziah” or “‘Vita- 
min P” is now. Applicants for 
jobs, licenses, apartments, permits, 
passports are very unfortunate in- 
deed if they have no political or 
personal backing in the particular 
office. The sharp political divi- 
sions, the natural lack of a civil 
service tradition and the lingering 
ills of centuries of colonial rule 
have combined to make govern- 
ment offices a veritable labyrinth 
of politically tinted red tape. 
While bribery is practically non- 


existent, ‘“‘protekziah” seriously. 


impairs the working of the gov- 
ernment and affects the morale of 
the populace. In presenting this 
situation Mr. Lehrman is undoubt- 
edly correct, as readers of the Is- 
raeli press know, but again he 
lapses into partisanship (to which 
he would have been entitled, 
hadn’t he adopted the attitude of 
a detached observer) and attempts 
by implication to place the blame 
on the governing Mapai rather 
than on objective conditions. 


“Israel: The Beginning and To- 
morrow” is undoubtedly one of 
the better books on Israel written 
by an advocate of the American 
free enterprise system., It contains 
much informative material, as well 
as trenchant information. The last 
two chapters dealing with Israeli 
fund raising in America are prob- 
ably the best analysis of those 
problems yet written. 





29 





eoerteoeeee 2 && @ 












AS 
0 





* 
s 
e 
= 








GOODMANS 


® 
MATZOS and MATZO PRODUCTS 


IMPROVED SQUARE MATZOS ° TEA MATZOS 
EGG MATZOS * MATZO MEAL > MATZO FARFEL 
GEFILLTE FISH - PAREVE BORSHT 


strictly 


mop? “Ww 


Produced under the supervision of Rabbi Mendel Chodrow 














JewisH Frontiexg M 





HOTEL 


ROOSEVELT filam ma so 
—————" | OAK COURT HOTEL 


a combining comfort LEXINGTON AVENUE AND THIRD STREET 
a 


— Transient and LAKEWOOD, N. J. cnt aE 


Progressive Jewish Environment 
A Medern Hotel ef Distinction - Nightly Entertainment - Television 


Shuffleboard - Billiards - Ping Pong - Nightly Music - Dancing - Entertainment 
All Rooms with Private and Semi-Private Baths - Dietary Laws 








We | ma mg Snapiithin for 
Hotel Lincoln in New York— 
another Maria Kramer Hotel. ‘eaKEWoOD'S = 


$ aa SMART 
oan HOTEL 


o ta 
from oe gn 
”) > 22e o? oak ry, wey F 


different! 


SUMPTUOUZLY REDECORATED 


WASHINGTON 


GEJWIN CAMPS “:::"" iter re a 





oath te 
—_ ———- —o eet ae ZWEBEN-DEUTSCH fi FEATUSING MITELY EXTERTAINMERT WITH 
amps—ideal for Jewish Boys an irls. e ee 
Land, water sports; aesthetic activities; & OLINSKY MGMT. JhOKE PHILLIPS & HARRY KANE 
resident doctors, nurses; Sabbath, dietary BEA BENKOWITZ ee “al: LAkewood 6-0800 
laws observed, Jewish cultural influences. Associated with Us. ° 2 eee Lo. oer 
Rates: $395. Send for descriptive booklet FR. os oo, sews wg! ox 
A. P. Schoolman, H. L. Sainer, Directors -@ee eaeeeoeeneneoeee 80 “s 
231 W. 83rd St., New York 24, Tel. TR 7-0212 


CAMP ial . = = 


LOCATION: 3 MILES FROM MONTICELLO, N. Y. 


* SITE—400 Acres of Beautiful Land. 
* PRIVATE LAKE. 
* ALTITUDE — 1700 feet 
* SPORTS — Land ‘and Water Sports. Horse Back Riding. 
* BUNGALOWS — Equipped with electric lights, hot and cold 


water, hot and cold showers, screened windows, individual 
closets: 


* DIETARY LAWS strictly observed. 
¢ PARENT ACCOMODATIONS. 
¢ MATURE COUNSELLORS. 
¢ DOCTOR and NURSE on premises. 
Director—REV. A. JACOBSON, 74 W. 47th St., N. Y., Tel. LU 2-3783 
Director—BERNARD GENN, 186 Bay 32nd St., Brooklyn. 


Educational Director—ISADORE A. LEFKOWITZ 
(Principal of Yeshiva Rambam) 


Telephone: WEEKENDS and EVENINGS: ES 2-1296 















































ri MarcH, 1952 





CAMP EAGLE POINT 











FOR GIRLS — Est. 1905 





CAMP STINSON 


FOR BOYS- Est. 1927 
In the White Mountains of Stinson Lake, Rumney, N. H. 











Ages 5 years to 17 years 


Invigorating Climate -:- -:- -: High Altitude 
Spring-fed lake with white sand beach surrounded 
by White Mountain National Forests ° Horseback 
Riding, Sailing, All Land and Water Sports, Dramatics, | 
Dancing, Arts and Crafts, Music, Nature Study and 
other Activities * Recommended by Leading 
Educators °¢ Outstanding Staff °¢ Specialized 
Kindergarten Counsellors ° Resident Physician 
Registered Nurses 


a 


POLLEN FREE AREA 


Post Season Group In September 
Affiliated With Hawthorne Lodge for Adults 


¥ 


Directors: MR. and MRS. A. L. RICHMAN 
527 RIVERSIDE DRIVE e NEW YORK 27,N. Y. e Tel. ACademy 2-1061 


31 











JOIN THE RANKS OF VOLUNTEERS 10 SELL 
ISRAEL BONDS 


MARCH 9th TO MARCH 16th, 1952 


B.I.G. WEEK 


A Mobilization Week to sell Bonds to your family, friends, neighbors and _ relatives. 
Members of Poale Zion, Farband, Pioneer Women and Histadruth friends have a job 
to do in the— 


HOUSE TO HOUSE SELLING OF ISRAEL BONDS 
on March 9th, 1952 


Registration of members of the Labor Zionist Movement, who have not as yet bought 
ISRAEL BONDS, should take place in the B.LG. WEEK of March 9th. An investment 


in Bonds of the State of Israel is an Investment in the Future of Israel! 


SAVE WITH ISRAEL! 
INVEST IN ISRAEL! 


Assist Israel, which is today the only outpost of democracy in the Near 
East. Help Israel achieve economic security: and independence for its 
rapidly growing population. 


BUY ISRAEL BONDS! SELL ISRAEL BONDS! 


Let us assure by our work the success of 


B.I.G. WEEK Bond Sales! 
SEtianncS%._da-semmenetemeee 


For ee and prospectus write to your National itierscs 
to your local Bond Committee, or to the— 


NATIONAL LABOR ZIONIST COMMITTEE 
FOR ISRAEL BONDS 


45 East 17th Street New York 3, N. Y. 








